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1 n | : ert <tarty 177 
HE Eaith from one Extremity tothe other ſeems entirely thakeas s | 

in ſo much, that all its Inhabitants dread the Lord; trembling 
at the Apprehenſion of what many Nations are likely to ſuffer, 
and the Calamities which have already involv'd ſeveral King- 
doms: Which make them attentive to the Judgments of God, and ac- 
knowledge that he has made them hear his Voice: That it is he himſelf, 
who has made chill their Hearts with Fear, who has plung'd them in Sor- 
row, and cruſh'd with Miſeries and Evils; deſtroying ſo many living Crea- JF 
tures from the Face of the Earth. It is true, that the Lord is gracious, . _> 
merciful, flow. to Anger, and abundant in Loving-kindneſs: But he is, | 
alſo, the God of Strength, the God of Vengeance; / offended, and even 
arritated, by the Iniquity and. Perverſeneſs of Mankind. He hath more 
than once diſplay'd on them the Effects of his juſt Diſpleaſure: But where 
is the Man living, who with Aſtoniſhment, Confuſion, and Fear, is not at 
this Time convinc'd, that our God is angry, and will, deſcend upon the 
| Earth (if I-may be allow'd that Expreſſion), to judge and puniſh us, even N 
from the riſing to the ſetting Sun? We believe, and it is a Truth beyond 
- Diſpute, that he has ſo eſtabliſh'd the Earth on its Baſis, that it can never | 4 
be wholly overthrown : We know alſo, with the like Certainty, that he has | 
ſet Limits to the Waters, from which they cannot depart, or Wan ruſh 
ann e een 0 
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1 An 
Forth to cover the Earth: But theſe Truths, equally folid and im 22 
period — be a Conſolation, but to Men of an up- 
rhe of God, who are faithful and holy; 
as, no doubt, ſome Fry may yet be 9 amongſt us; tho it be impoſ- 
ſible for us to know them perfectly. It is in Conſideration of them, it is 
for their Love, that the God of Trath will preſerve the World in its ge- 
neral State, till the Termination of all Ages, till the laſt, the terrible Dax 
af univerſal Judgment, of total and inevitable Deſtruction. God, who is 
| a ice and Truth itſelf, will for ever inviolably maintain the Words which 
| th ſpoken, and the Promiſes he hath made to his EteRt, to che Faithful 
who are diſpers'd over all the habitable Earth: It is therefore in their Fa- 
vour, ' that he will preſerve immoveably on its Foundations, this tott | 
Globe, and compel the Waters, in Spite of all their F ury and Itnpetuofity, 
to 3 in their allotted Channels, in = Brummen . which the 
n ib them. — 


2555 theſe g romiles are, e ſpe — only 2 to = F . 
ful, who belie 4% God, and obſerve his Commandments ; the Wicked 


Rh they regard —4 The Malice and Iniquity of thoſe who inhabit the Earth, 


duces Defarts into Lakes, and makes the moft dry Lands the Sources of 


has occaſion'd our Creator to preſs them with his ſtrong Hand he caſts his 
Eyes on theſe impious Sinners, and they inſtantly le :. He looks upon 
tte Mountains, and they blaze before bim; he touches the moſt lofty 
Rocks, and they melt like Wax, at the Preſence of the Eternal. He te- 


Waters. Fire, Hall, Snow, Rain, Tempefts, and Whirlwinds, 
Kis Will, and execute bis Orders: He makes the Winds his Meſſen- 
gets, and fiery Flames his Miniſters'ovf Deſtruction. He deſcends himfelf . | 
on thoſe Places, as unfortunate as . — 1 him walk devouring 
Flames, and dreadful Tempeſts wart The Heavens declare 

che uſtire of the Omnipotent, 51 18 the ge; and this tremendous 
Judge ſhall puniſh the Tranſgreſſions of the Wied a terrible Judg- | 


ment, cho executed 0 Juſtice. He who is the Affurance, 


Hope, of afl the Good that dwell upon the Earth, or inhabit the'remoreſt 
"Angles of che Sea, throws 9 he pleaſes into Diſorder and Cotifu- 
ion; inn + Ge Power formidable, in the Chaftifernents he diſplays on the 
| Children of | 
But, ſay they, if the Etemil takes futh Notice of the Iniquities of 
Men, he alf ſubſiſt before his Face ? To anſwer with Juſtice, as go- 
C eiſely to chis Queſtion, T muſt acknowledge, indeed, that there is, in Rea- 
ty, no one who can fubſiſt before him; ſeeing chat the Juſt themſelves 
Fall into Error, ven Times a Day: Yet, when we refleft on his 1 
om- 


vs from the Duſt, and that he 


„ FF h 
on, we may Aſcover great Subject of Tonſalation, He defpiſes 
not, nor ſlights with Diſdain, thoſe who are afflicted or in Anguiſh of Heart; 
nor:turms he his Face from them: On the contrary, he is .always with thoſe 
who invoke him, with all thoſe, I ſay, who call on him in Truth, and 
Sinceriry of Heart. If the Afflicted cry unto him, it is certain that he is 
ready to hear them. As he is juſt in all his Ways, fo is he full of Bene- 
volence in all his Works. His Anger endures but a Moment, a whole Life 
his Mercy ! If we harbour Affliction for the Night, the Morning ſhall awake 
us with a Song of Triumph. With the ſame Compaſſion that a Father is 
mov'd to Anger againſt his Children, whom he chaſtens; with the fame 
Compaſſion is God mov d againſt them whom he chaſtiſes, provided they 
fear and love him. He will not for wer diſpute with his Creatures; he 
knows, perfectly well, what we are made of; he remembers that he rais d 
d us in a Form, that he can at his 
Pleaſure blow us into Powder : Let not therefore this vile Creature, Man, 
elevate kimſelf againſt his Creator, but determine to fear and love him con- 
tinvally; eſpecially as, in the Time of Diſtreſs and Calamity, our —_— 
fource is in him who made us, in him who only can. preſerve us, in a Word, 
in bim who has the Power of annihilating us in an Inftant, or to-protong 
our Days by protecting us from Evil. 4 Nd 
-- Sinful Morals | there is but one Way of redeeming yourſelves from the 
 Mafortunes with which the Omnipotent God has threaten'd: you: It is, to 
reform the Tenor of your Lives; to repent of your Sins; to change 
entirely your Conduct; that you may invoke the eternal Aſſiſtanoe with 
Confidence. He is always' ready to hear your Cries, to ſolace our Miſ- 
_ fortunes, to dry your Tears, to relieve your Diſtreſſes, and avert the ter- 
 rible Blows which I” Hardinels deſerves from him. People, Nations, 
| Inhabitants of the in general, fear and dread, love and glorify, the 
eternal Omnipotent God; and he will be a ſure Retreat in alli your Agonies 
and Diſtreſſes: Know and revere his Name; ſearch him, in Spirit and in 
Truth, depend upon him; and you ſhall find with Pleaſure of 
with Contentment of Mind, that, far from abandoning you, he will hold 
forth his Arm, and receive you the Number 
He will entirely pardon your manifold-Tranſgreſſions, and protect you from 

Misfortunes, under the Shadow of his Wing. af. 

Alfter theſe general Reflexions, Sir, which common Humanity TR 
me to communicate to Men of all Nations afflicted by the preſent Cala- 
mities, permit me to addreſs myſelf more directly to your Majeſty; and, 
particularly, to my dear Countrymen your Subjects; with how many Tears 

ave I not bedew'd the Paper, on which I write the Name of my 2 


his Well-beloved : 


— 
afflicted Sovereign;- and-thoſe of my near Relations, my ancient Friends, 
and, in one Word, of all the Portugueſe? in thoſe melanchol Circum- 
« | ſtances, reduced to, grieve over, arid ſympathize: with their Misfortunes, I 
4 am not in a Condition to contribute, in any Degree, to their Condolance: 

I have only remaining, . in this laſt Stage of my Life, a Heart bleeding for 
= the Deſtruction of my dear Country; of the famous, powerful, noble, rich, 
4 | and fine City of Liſbon ! Alas! it is no more (4. 
ö Jo reflect on the frightful Circumſtances of that fatal Event, and the 
ö Cauſes and Origin of it, appears, to me, an Undertaking of great Import- 
ä ance, worthy of every Writer who has a juſt and upright Heart; who is 
bleſs'd with Humanity, and the Fear of God. It is with theſe Sentiments, 
that I have .compos'd this Diſcourſe; and I flatter myſelf with Succeſs; 
leſs from the Favour of Genius and Eloquence, Talents which J poſſeſs 
not, than by a ſimple, natural, and pathetic Way of reaſoning, the Ap- 
pennage of Truth. IL ſhall not in the leaſt conceal from your Majeſty, 
| that the Deſign of addreſſing myſelf directly to you, and diſcoyeting ſuch 
US Things as none of yoht Subjects ever dar'd to ſpeak of, intimidated me a 
N little? But, however, ſeveral Reflexions preſented themſelves to my Aſſiſt- 
ance; which, after having properly digeſted, I concluded ſhould; over- 


— 


=—_- balance every other Conſideration. _.' 1. + 8 a0 
5 The Vanity of boaſting my Birth in this Place, and remarking the Ser- 
vices which, in following the Traces of my Anceſtors, I could have ren- 
der d the Crown; were condemnable, and ill-tim'd: But it is of Import- 
ance to me, at this Time, to recollect to your Majeſty, that the deceas'd 
King your Father honour'd me, twenty Years. ago, with the ſame Royal 
Order (4) with which he adorn'd his own. Breaſt, as now your Majeſty: 
= 5 And as I was nat cloath'd with the Ribbon of this Order till after having 
1 pas d tall the Formalities and Examinations preſcrib'd by the Statutes, 
| tzhere could bel no doubt of the Antiquity of my Family, or the Purity of 
my Blood. Lam neither. Mabometan, Turk, or Infidel; nor, by the Grace 
„ n boi Hedt mop bu ou nogu ba:gob fours 
I muſt-alſo- remark, that it is from the contrite.and holy King David, 
that I have ſelected the major Part of the , and the moſt ſentimental 
Reflexions which I have: inſerted in this Diſcourſe (c). In ſpeaking to a 


1 Deen 8112 $74OT2LEY 
e) (Dina pas wi Liſbonne, n rien vi de bon;) He who has not ſeen Liſbon, has ſeen nothing 
. good; was the Proverb whic 9 characteris'd the Grandeur and Beauty of that Capital. 
(6) Freceiv'd the Honour of the Ribbon of this Order, in the Chapel Royal of the Patri- 
archial Church of Liſbon, December 11, 1729. n en en enen »// : 

(e) References are inſerted in the "wa Letter, which we thought unneceſſary to trouble 


the Engh/s Reader with; who is better acquainted with them than the People he addreſſes. 
238 . 91% 0 WS 94. 445 1. « + : 2 1 441 4. 5 ren 
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1 
great King, could I do better, than make Uſe of the Stile of one of the 
moſt pious, and moſt illuſtrious Monarchs of the World ? Eaſtly, Before I 
enter on my Subject, let me ſolemnly declare, that if, contrary to my In- 
tention, there ' ſhould” glide into this Diſcourſe a ſingle Word that may 
really offend the Majeſty of your Sacred Perſon, it is foreign to my Heart: 
And as I write only for the Glory of God, for the Welfare of your Ma- 
jeſty, and the Proſperity of your People; may that God of Juſtice and 
Mercy be my Guide: May he be only prais'd in himſelf, by all, through- 4 
out all Ages. Ne, 20K e | | | 
SIR, Bleſſed be for ever, the moſt powerful God, who, in the Strength 
of his Wrath, hath not forgot to regard you with Pity, and with Mercy, in 
_ © preſerving you, and all your Royal Family, in the midſt of thoſe Cala- | 
mities, with which he has viſited the greateſt Part of your unhappy King- 
dom; and, in particular, amidſt the horrid Deſtruction of your Capital; 
the ancient Reſidence of the Kings of Portugal. This glorious Deliver- 
ance, by the Arm of the Eternal, ought to encourage you to the 
higheſt yy 4: If you addreſs to him your Vows, him to whom you have 
been too PEAT] he will not diſdain to anſwer you from the Heaven of 
his Holineſs. Rejoice, Sir, in your Deliverance; contemplate, with Plea- 
ſure, the Strength by which it was accompliſh'd; praiſe for ever him only, 
to whom you owe theſe Bleſſings; and be perſwaded, that he has only pre- 
ſerv'd you to the End that you may accompliſh thoſe great Purpoſes which 
he commandeth you to execute. Worthy and excellent Father of your 
Subjects, who, no doubt, regreteſt the Loſs of ſo many amongſt you, 
whom you have ſeen periſh; and deploreſt the Miſery and Deſolation of 
thoſe who have eſcap'd the fatal Effects of a dreadful Earthquake, the Ele- 
vation of rapid Waves, and the Fury of devouring Flames, be conſol'd; 
and, O Sir! inceſſantly adore and reſpect God in his Judgments ; which, 
however ſevere, are always Juſtice and Equity itſelf. Reflect, that all- 
cruel as they ſeem, your People deſerve yet greater Puniſhments. The $ 
Deſtruction of a great Part of your Subjects is, perhaps, ſo ordain'd, to be 
a terrible Example to all the other Inhabitants of the Earth for their Amend- 
ment; who, notwithſtanding they have been ſpar'd on this Occaſion, as to 
their Perſons ; fail not, nevertheleſs, to feel a Proportion of this frightful 
Cataſtrophe, by the Loſſes and Misfortunes, which are the inſeparable Aſ- 
ſociates of theſe fort of public Calamities. Recal to your Mind, great 
„King, with what Bleſſings, what Grace, God has deign'd to enrich you, in 
adorning your auguſt Brow with that ſumptuous Crown which you ſo de- 
ſervedly wear. You are, of all the Monarchs of the Earth, the beſt fur- 
niſh'd, perhaps, in Eſſentials and Riches; and God has thereby placed you 


in 
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3 IS 
in a Capacity of devoting them abundantly to the preſſing Neceffities of 
your Sibieds The — ternal Love which you have already demon- 
Krated towards them, and the preſent happy State of your Finances, give 
them lively Hopes of being-wholly reliev d, and again eſtabliſh'd, by your 
generous and royal Aſſiſtance. Why may not the once opulent City of 
Liſbon revive, from her Aſhes ? Why may the not, one Day, appear again 
as magnificent, and as flouriſhing, as heretofore ? Many Princes, deſtitute 
of your: Riches, and alſo leſs empower'd by their Income, if we compare 
their Faculties with the Abundance of your Wealth, have not neglected 
the 5 of laying a Foundation of great Cities, which have be- 
come famous even under their Eyes, and in a ſhort Space of Time: There · 
fore have we not Reaſon to expect as much, from the real Power which 
you are poſſeſs'd of, from the Benevolence which you exert towards your 
diſtreſs'd Subjects, from the Love which you bear your Country and your 
loſt Capital, and thoſe Sentiments fo natural to delicate, great, and good 
Minds, like yours, Sir? All theſe cannot but prompt you, without Delay, 
to repair the Loſſes of your Subjects, and endeavour to efface the Tears of 
Blood which theſe frightful Calamities have drawn from them. act 
But, SIR, you know that all Enterprizes, eſpecially thoſe of ſuch a 
Nature, and of ſuch Importance, demand the Aſſiſtance and the Grace of 
God. The moſt fatal Experience now ſhews us, that when he guards not 
himſelf the City, thoſe who take on themſelves that Office, fight in vain 
and, in Spite of all their Labour, they ſhall become wholly uſeleſs to its 
Preſervation. * Dare I ſay it? It is, indeed, with Trembling, that I declare 
to your Majeſty, that this Grace, this Aſſiſtance of __ CO to be with- 
drawn from Portugal. Does not the Diſtreſs, in which that unhappy King- 
dom is at preſent involv'd, convince us of this melancholy Truth? Has it 
not been ſurpris d in the Anger of God, and chaſtis'd in the Stre of 
his Fury? His ſtrong Arm has been reclin'd on that Kingdom, par- 
ticularly on its Capital, wherein nothing is left whole, from the Juſtice of 
His Indignation. A great Number of its Inhabitants have been, as it were, 
reduced to Powder, and many others have been trampled upon, like the 
Dirt of the Streets: Death, as Executor of the Orders of God, laid his 
cold and heavy Hand on many, and made them, ah how ſwiftly ! deſcend 
to an unex Grave, Others, like Wax, were molten before the Fire; 
and their Aſhes but ſerve to manure the Earth. How many Unfortunateds 
were a+ devour'd by the undulating Waves of the diſturb'd Sea, which 
threaten'd the whole Country with a total Submerſion! The Cords. of 
Death ſurrounded all the Living, and the Dread of a quick Burial, which 
preſented itſelf to all, overthrew many. The juſt udge, is + Word, . 
| ; aving 


* 
. 
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having laid before him their Iniquities, and having examin'd, bythe L. uſtre 
of his Face, their Tranſgreſſions, and their moſt ſecret Faults the Light 
of his Countenance ; he has conſum'd a Multitude by his Anger, and 
troubled all in his Wrath: Exciting in them, thro* Fear, the Horror and 
Trembling which compell'd them to fly to him in their Extremity ; but, 
alas, too Jate ! Many, undoubtedly, in that dreadful Moment, cry'd for 
Help; but there was now no Saviour for them! no Mediator! They ex- 
alted their Cries to the Eternal, but he turn'd his Back upon them; he was 
deaf to their Lameutations, becauſe he never anſwers thoſe who invoke him 
not in the Manner he has commanded. © © 
Ves, SIR, I muſt fay, that the Manner in which God is addreſs'd in 
Portugal, is preciſely that which he the moſt deteſts: It is a Manner, re- 
plete with Superſtition and Tdolatry, for which he has, in all Times, ſe- 
verely chaſtis'd thoſe who have follow'd ſuch Methods ; to the Violation of 
the moſt evident and preciſe of his holy Laws. That this Diſcourſe may 
not be the Argument of Controverſy, I ſhall conftrain myſelf only to re- 
mark here, that it is inconteſtably manifeſt, that the Roman Catholicks 
are refractory, in this Reſpect, to the Laws of God: Unhappily, again, 
the Portugueſe are the People moſt diſtinguiſh'd in this Tranſgreſſion: For, 
by the Force of abſurd Devotions, horrible Sacrifices, and vain'Prayers, 
unworthy to be heard, they are plunged in the moſt ſhameful" Superſtition, 
and the moſt groſs Idolatry: But if theſe Chriſtians, Who, in Reality, 
have only the Name of a Profeſſion they pretend to honour, would, at this 
Time, lend an Ear to the Voice of God, which calls upon them to decline 
their Hardnefs of Heart, and examine, with Humility, the Law which he 
has preſcrib'd them; they would be readily convinced, that the Misfor- 
tunes, which have fallen upon them, indicate the certain Indighation and 
Wrath of God againſt cheir Irregularities and Superſtition. And as we 
are now entering on the moſt important, and moſt delicate Part of my Diſ. 
courſe, ſuffer me, Sir, to beſeech you, for the Love of God, for the Love 
of yourſelf, not to condemn, my Propoſitions, erroneous as they may, at 
firſt, appear to you, till you have well weigh'd the Reaſons on which they = 
are * and which all unprejudiced Chriſtians muſt regard as id. 
Effe Law of the God of Truth, is no leſs eaſy to be Underſtood and 
practis'd, than it is uſt and reaſonable. Here it is: Then Halt love the 
Lord thy G "oth al 10 Soul, with all by Strength: This is the firſt and 
great Commandment... And the ſecond, fimilar to that, is, e love 
thy Neighbour as thyſelf. Ou theſe two Commandments depend alf the Law, 


and the Prophets: This Summary is inſerted in the Portigileſe Catechiſm, 
24 3 1 B | F 224 
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and. in all cheir other Works, deſign- d to initiate Children in the Laws of 
God. There is, however, a material Difference between the Words of the 
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Portugueſe Summary, and thoſe of the Evangeliſt St. Matthew which I have 
quoted: And I ſhall not inſiſt much on that Point, as I am ſenſible that 
8 Phraſe made Uſe of, in our Language, to expreſs the Words of the 


Evangeliſt, convey the full Force of his Expreſſion, without altering the 
Senſe: I believe, alſo, that the confin'd Laws of that Summary are well 


obſerv'd in Portugal, at leaſt as far as is poſſible, to the Frailty of human 
Nature. When the Portugueſe ſay, that they love their God, I believe that 


they ſay it with Sincerity ; and when that moves them to comfort and aſ- 
ſiſt their Neighbour, they neither ſpare their Alms to the Indigent, nor 
their Help to the Sick, nor their Conſolations to the Widow, Orphans, or 


Strangers: But theſe good Works loſe all their Merit, becauſe they regard 
them as meritorious Actions, which are only the Works of Neceſſity ; be- 


cauſe we do them all without the requiſite Faith, and often from Motives 
that fly in the Face of true Religion, and are directly offenſive to the Di- 


vinity. For tho' St. .Maithew has declar'd, that in this Abridgment con- 
ſiſts all the Law and the Prophets; he does not pretend thereby, to exempt 
us from the Obligation we are under, of examining the Law itſelf ſeriouſly, 
and with exact Attention; and of obſerving ſtrictly and purely, and fol- 
lowing implicitly, all that has been ſo expreſly and ſtrongly ordain'd us by 


the ten Commandments : Which Commandments are the Law of God; a 
La given from his own Mouth to Moſes; a Law written by his own Hand 


on the Two Tables; the Law eternal and immutable, inſuſceptible of 


Augmentation, or Diminution, or Change, in any Terms or Words of which 


it is compos'd : Which may be read in all its Purity, and in all its Truth, 


in the 20th Chapter of Exodus, in one of thoſe Books which all Chriſtians 


unanimouſly agree with the Fews, to believe was dictated by the Spirit of 
God to his Servant Moſes. The Commandments of the Eternal are of a 
Certitude beyond all Exception; having been publiſh'd in the moſt con- 


„ ſpicuous and authentic Manner. Hence is it, that the Supreme Legi- 


ſlator is always ee jealous of his Holy Law, in declaring himſelf 


the God, the Father, and the Protector, of thoſe who obſerve 2 as , 
alſo, the implacable Enemy, the Deſtroyer, and terrible Exterminator, of 
all who violate or tranſgreſs his Commandments. - ** Bleſſed, ſays he, is the 


% Man who fears me, and takes Pleaſure in obeying my Commandments ;. 
<< his Poſterity ſhall be powerful on Earth, he ſhall have Goods and Riches 
in his Houſe, and his Juſtice ſhall continue for ever: But the Wi | 


ſays he alſo, ſhall periſh; and my Enemies, who deſpiſe my Laws, or vio- 


1 


< late them, ſhall vaniſh away like the Fat of Lambs: They ſhall diſperſe 
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„ in Smoke, and each ſhall be tranſported from his dwelling Place : 20 
* ſhall be all deſtroy d together; e acer there remain any of theſe 
* Tranſgreſſors, I will entirely extirpate them.“ The Old and New Teſ- 
taments abound with like Promiſes, with like Threatenings inſpir'd on ſe- 
veral Occaſions by God himſelf, who addreſſes us either by the Patriarchs 
and Prophets, or by the Mouths of the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, 
VGBreat God! O thou who art the Father of Pity, and of Mercy ! whom 

all the Faithful, all the Juſt, aſſiſt me here to ſupplicate! ſhower on us 
the infinite Number of thy Compaſſions, and the :ncomprehenſible Abun- 
dance of thy loving Mercies ! Hear us, O eternal bountiful Creator! Turn 
thy Face bn diſtreſs'd Portugal! deign, as thou wert wont, to have Pity 
on the Wretched, and deſpiſe not the Afflicted, in their Diſtreſſes: En- 
lighten thou, we beſeech thee, particularly, the King of that unhappy Peo- 
ple; open his Eyes, that he ſlumber. not in the Sleep of Death. Since 
thou haſt preſerv d his Soul from periſhing ; preſerve thou, alſo, his Feet 
from ſtumbling ; that he may walk before thee in the Light of the Living. 
He himſelf crieth to thee from the Extremity of the Earth (@); from the 
Place of his Dwelling : Hear and aſſiſt him, by wy Bounty; add to the 
Days, thou. haſt allotted him, a longer Period ; that he may have Time to 
recolle& his Error, and be convinced of his ill Conduct; to rectify the per- 
nicious Principles of his People, and put an End to the Tranſgreſſions of 
thy holy Law; by which he and his Subjects have drawn upon them the 
Chaſtiſements with which thou haſt viſited them in thine oy: | 

Yes, S1s, in ſpite of your own Heart, you are in a gr Error; ſur- 
pris'd, like all your Anceſtors, by the Artifices of the Wicked; and ſe- 
duced, like them, by.the Perverſity of the Workers of Iniquity vyou pro- 
tect, without knowing it, their Tranſgreſſions: And altho you are but the 
innocent Cauſe of them; you fail nqt to lend a ſtrong Hand to thoſe who 
oppoſe the Reception of the pure Word of God in yourgKitigdom. For 
the Love of your Creator, and of your Redeemer, who appears ſo evi- 
dently deſirous of attracting you to himſelf, by a Voice as terrible as holy, 
1 you; I conjure you to peruſe this, with your utmoſt 
Attention. Io FF | 8 . 

The Law of God, in the Obſervance of which he couches all his Will 

and Pleaſure ; this holy Law, I fay, which is the only neceſſ.ry for Sal- 
vation, and to the Preſervation and Propagation of which he inceffantly 
labours ; has not, as yet, been admitted in Portugal, at leaſt in its native 
Purity. This Aſſertion may, perhaps, enrage you; but I hope, however, 
(a) Lichen is fituated in the moſi & of Furepe, not Cape call d, by - 
all Geographers, Cape Fi Tore, 22 | 2 paper onde „ by 
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it will not prepoſſeſs you againſt him who has the Courage. ta advance it; 
with no other Motive, than to contribute, tho” a feeble Inſtrument, to the 
5 Glory of God, and of your Majeſty. I have before obſerv d, that the 
EE Law, in Queſtion, may be found, in its primitive Senſe, as written by the 
. God of Truth, in the 2oth Chapter of Exudus: I beſeech your Majeſty to 
read this Chapter with the utmoſt Attention, and afterwards to examine 
| thoſe Laws, in the Catechiſm, the Liturgies, the Works of Morality, and 
—_ zn all the other Productions of your Subjects; and in their Mouths, even 
_ - in the Mouths of your greateſt Divines, and moſt famous Teachers; and 
. ; you will find, Sir, that you have taken a uſeleſs and unprofitable Pains; 
Ui and that ſo reſpectable a Law is in neither, by no means, what you meet 
wil ü with in the Book of Exodus. With what Eyes will you behold the Raſh- 
1 nneſs of them who have mutilated and miſrepreſented the Commandments 
of God! What Vengeance are you not ready.to thunder upon the Audacity 
and Malice of thoſe who have, in their Tranſlations, preſum'd to corrupt 
the Word of God! even fo far, as to render it contradictory. to itſelf. But 

I ſhall only inſiſt here, on the moſt important Article, the Adoration of the 
Supreme Eber. Jam, ſays he, the Lord thy God; and thou. ſhalt have 
no other Gods before me. Thou ſhalt not make unto thee any. graven Image, or 
the Likeneſs of any Thing that is in Heauum above, or in the Earth beneath, ar 
in the Waters under the Earth. Thou ſhalt not bow down thyſelf to them, nor 

| ſerve them: For I, the Lord thy God, am a jealous God, viſiting the Iniquities of 
the Fathers upon the Children unto the third and fourth Generation of thoſe that 
hate me, and ſnewing Mercy unto Thouſends of. them that love me, and keep my 
%%% A en 
Can there, Six, be any Thing more particularly againſt that Worſhip, 
With which, you honour. your Saints? Or more oppoſite to the Adoration 
Which you pay to Images? The Precepts of God are clear, as they are 
Poſitive and perpetual, Can we, without perverting the Senſe, or without 
uſing the worſt Faith in the World, in any Degree reconcile it with the re- 
ligious Worſup of Images, which is no better than a Revival of the Hea- 
then e ? Nevertheleſs, this is what is done in Portugal; where the 

Practice of this Idolatry has taken the ſtrongeſt Roots: In all other Roman 
Catholic Countries, even in: taty, nay, at Rome itſelf, theſe frightful Roots 
have already loſt much of their Force. There are Nations where they have 
| ye leſs Vigour, and others (more happy) where they have none at all. In 
roportion as the Countries are enlighten'd, Superſtition vaniſhes, and diſ- 
appears. Formerly, deluded with the Errors of my Countrymen, I boaſted, 
openly, the Grandeur and Magnificence of that Worſhip which they call di- 
vine. By the ſole Mercy and Bleſſing of God, who hath deliver'd me op 
8 = | 2 : 2 
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the Slavery of my-Prejudices; who hath drawn me from the Abomination 
of my Idolatry: I now ſee clearly, and diſtinctly, that that Worſhip is dia- 
bolical, infernal, and ridiculous, in all its Parts; and only fit to be prac- 
tis'd by ignorant inconſiderate Men, blinded and ſeduced by the Artifices 
of the Devil; ſet to Work by his impious Agents, and by his Emiſſaries, 
who are not leſs than himſelf the Enemies of God. The Worſhip which 
they, at this Time, pay to the Images of Saints in Portugal, differs in no- 


thing from that which the Heathens paid to their Idols. They were never . 


greater Idolators than are the Portugueſe. At this Day; the only remarkable 


Difference betwixt the one and the other is, that the Portage Idolatry is a 


7 deal more criminal than that of the Heathens. They liv'd png 


ime in Error, ignorant of the Knowledge of the true God, unbleſs'd 


with the Leſſons. of the Goſpel ; but with what Reſolution, with what Cou+ 
rage, with what Firmneſs, di not the greateſt Part of them renounce their 
Idolatry, to embrace the Laws of the true God? which they obſery'd ſted- 
faſtly, even to the ſhedding of their laſt Drop of Blood, to confirm the Truth 
of their Call, and the Reality of their Profeſſion of the Faith. Alas! the 
Portugueſe, educated in the Knowledge of one only immortal and eternal 
God, and in Poſſeſſion of the Words and Promiſes. of that very God, for 
many Ages; have, nevertheleſs, forgotten their Creator : They have de- 
ſpis'd, even denied, their Redeemer; in a Word, revolting againſt the 


Eternal, fender all the Worſhip, due to him, only to vain Images, and ſim- 


ple Creatures. : 


81 x, this miſtaken Worſhip, far from honouring the Saints, diſgraces | 


them; and muſt, if they have any Knowledge of it, irritate them againſt 
thoſe, who ſo vainly addreſs them. The Saints themſelves, who were but 
Creatures, never, in any Degree, worſhip'd any Thing but God, their Cre- 
ator. It is him, only, whom they conſtantly adore ;, and it is him, only, 
they eternally glorify. | Devid, that great Saint, knew, perfectly well, al! 
that could be call'd ſo.who had preceded him; yet, far from adoring them, 


or rendering, or even recommending the leaſt Addreſs of Worſhip to their 


Images; he always condemns that Practice, as an Abomination. The 
falſe Gods of the Nations, ſays he, are but Gold and Silver, the Work of 


human Hands: They have Mouths, and ſpeak not; they have Eyes, and 


< ſee not: Ears have they, yet they hear not; nor have they in their Mouths 


the Breath of Life. They that made them, are like unto them; and ſo 


<< 18 every one, who truſteth in them. The Lord is fearful above all the 
Gods of the People; for thoſe Gods are but Idols: But the Lord hath 


created the. Heavens. Happy are that People, of whom God is the 


© Lord; and may all thoſe who ſerve Images, and glorify Idols, be con- 


founded.” - 


F. 5 ry 
and could more uſefully ſerve God, than in pretending to work in his Vine- 
yard without a lawful Call, becauſe therein they find their temporal Ad- 


vantages. But if this Claſs of Paſtors are ſo condemnable, how much 
more criminal are they (unworthy Teachers) who, with the knowledge of 
the Cauſe, by a deteſtable and malicious Villany, retain their People in the 
llavery:of their Sins, by debarring them the uſe of the Word of God l who 
will wonder then, that God has unſheath'd his Sword, and bent his Bow 
© againſt them, ſince they are ſo corrupted, and becqme abominable by their 
wicked Actions; yes, they are loſt in Error, and are all become inſupport- 
able; and as there is no Amendment to be expected from them, and wat 
they fear not God, he muſt undoubtedly at laſt extirpate, and precipitate 
them to the Pit of the bottomleſs Abyſs; — ok, muſt regard them 
as fool-hardy Rebels, who have not his Glory at Heart, and whoſe Minds 
are not devoted to him; he knows that at the Bottom of their Souls, they 
muſt be ſenſible that he has commanded them not to proſtrate themſelves 
before Images, or oblige others to adore them; that in ſpite of this inward 
| 1 and Conviction, they perſiſt in the Violation of his Laws, and de- 
lude in the ſame vague Paths, many Followers, who are intruſted to their 
Directions, and ſubmit themſelves to their perfidious Leſſons. Let us then 
no longer wonder. at the Chaſtiſements which God has diſplay'd on theſe Se- 
ducers of Mankind, and on thoſe who were weak enough to be ſeduc'd by 
them. They have anihilated his Law; was it not time that God ſhould 
uniſh them? He has been weary'd with all their malign Tranſgreſſions; he 
as regarded theſe Men as a People obdurate of Heart, determin'd not to 
be drawn from their wanderings, who abſolutely refuſe. to enter into his 
Paths, and deſpiſe his Commandments; he has obſerw'd them from the 
Heavens, to ſee if there was one amongſt them who underſtood or ſearch'd 
his Ways; he found them all entirely perverted and harden'd in the Diſobe- 
dience of his Statutes ; he is proyok'd to confound them, aad. has ſwore in 
his Wrath no more to admit them to his Reſt. He has ſtricken them with 
2 Rod of Iron, and they are reduc'd ta Powder. Inflam'd with a juſt An- 
ger, he has diſſipated them for ever, and has caſt them from their Habita- 
tions, from their 1 * Hold; and filling all People with Terror and Aſto- 
niſhment, he has ſhaken the Earth, which is ſplitten and weigh'd down 
before your Eyes. 3 | NO.” a” 


Let us remark here, two Circumſtances of this terrible Event, which 
appear very myſterious; or offer at leaſt to a meditating Mind, Reflexions 
worthy of Attention; the firſt is, that this Diſaſter happen'd on the v 
Day on which a ſolerhn Feaſt is yearly celebrated at Liſbon, in honour of 
the Saints : The ſecond is, that a great Number of the Inhabitants * 

| : ity | 


4 of the Saints; and add, a 
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city perilud! de Nin er We Ska Sulicatcd 36 uote very Sag 
and were cruſh'd to Pieces, and buried alive, even in the Inſtant, that the 


unfortunate Wretches had taken Refuge in the Churches, and had thrown 
themſelyes at the Foot of their Images, adoring them, and imploring their 


Favour and Protection. What à vaſt Field does not this open to my Re- 


flexions ; but I ſhall content myſelf with drawing from it one Proof, which 
gives great Force to my Argument againſt thę Worſhip of Images ; ought 
not my Countrymen; „from this fatal Experience, to be thoroughly con- 
vine'd, that that orſhip is abſurd and unlawful, and far from being 
pleaſing to the Saints, only calculated for their Diſhonhour; jealous them- 
ſelves of the Glor of their ommipbtent eternal God; who alone ought to be 


ador'd? Has not ſufficient Demonſtration been given from hence, to the 


Portugueſe, that their Worſhip affects them not, for is in any manner agree- 


able tõ them; that tliey ought, therefore, haſtily to fuppreſs their Errors, and 


put their only Confidence in God? Learn from your dear Experience, and 


ttute hortid Afflictions that at this Time overwhelm you; (the Saints inform 
you, if you could but comprehend chem) they deo the ſuperſtitious Ido—- 
 latry which prompts you to recur to them, and hold in abhorrence that prodi- 


gality of Incenſe; you proſtitute-at their Shrines; nor'requeſt, nor expect of 
vou any other Action, than to unite with them, in offering to the Lord, our 
teator and Juſt God; the Praiſes; the Honour; and the Glory that are 
due to him. What might not the Souls whom yon have ſo whimſically 


. confin'd/in a chimerical Purgatory,” ſay to you upon this Subject? The = 


cond Day of -Neveniter, and the Eiglit following, have always been 
ve 72 to the offering of double Sacrifices for the Solace of thoſe Sou 1 
e have always belieb'd and maintain'd, that thoſe People, Who by their 


| Prayers and Mite Acts of Devotion, Aſſtinguiſß themſelves the tnoſt in the 


of che Souls in Purgatoty, die Fhekter'd from all Sorts, of Misfor- 


e ad that j it is only to — Protection of thoſe Souls, that they owe 


their x ft bobriſt ing Brofperhty Neveftheleſs, th Was, the 1 Tap 


of tflols eight Days; "conſecrated to tile Souls im Purgatory; "that Je have 


experience E the "moſt dteadful Calamities, and felt the s of. the 


Wideſt Deſolation "My dcr Countrymen, all che! pious Souls who rejoice 


in tie Preſence of God, fa e wick 4 ras from the Mouths 

ſo, that they are not in the leaſt betiefifed by 

your Sacrifices 3 77 whom N rho one only exiſt in an imagi- 

y nary*Pur ator a by Ach and N Sn? Km Prieſts, with 

view's Geh T exmfmenſe Surns, „ "which Jon have” Hitherrs 
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Sir, the Repugnance which I feel in declaring to your Majeſty, the 


Sources of your Peoples Errors, in Matters of Religion, muſt yield to the 


Neceſlity I am under of doing all that is in my Power, to accompliſh their 


Reformation. The Origin of all theſe Evils, is, that in Portugal they cloſe 
every Paſſage which leads to the Law of God, prohibiting, of courſe, the, 
reading and meditating on his Holy Word; in a Word, the Scripture is 
prohibited in the vulgar Tongue, and the People dare not caft their Eye 
upon it, without riſking a thouſand Sorts of Puniſhments, which the horrid 
Tribunal of the Inquiſition menace in ſuch Caſes. Deign, Sir, to conſider 
duly, and well weigh, what I take the Liberty to ſay to you; there are in 
Portugal, . Ordinances, Orders, and Commandments, which are printed to- 
gether in one Book in- the Language of the Country, call'd, The Law of 
the State, and the Will or Words of the King ; ſuppoſe for a Moment only, 
that your Miniſters find Means to forbid, under the Pain of moſt ſevere Pu- 
niſhments, the Uſe of that Book, and the reading of thoſe Laws of the 
State, and that it ſhould never appear printed in the Language of the Vul- 
gar, but only in a foreign Tongue. What think you, Sir, of ſuch a Piece 

of Audacity? What muſt become of your Authority, of your Kingdom? 
Where could your Subjects learn their Duty ? Where find the Solace and 
Relief of their Afflictions, or Deciſion of their Differences? It is evident 
that your Majeſty would be very ſenſibly affected by ſuch an outrageous 


Proceeding, and that your Sovereignty muſt be ſhortly annihilated. It is 


not leſs evident, that your People would thereby become the Sport and 


Victims of the Caprice and Intereſts of thoſe who had accompliſh'd the 


Proſcription of your Laws; for thoſe who could read it in the foreign Lan- 

guage, in which only it could appear, are thoſe only, who had ſuppreſs'd 
> they would, without Heſitation, load them with all imaginable Dif- 
ficulties, to prevent their coming again into common Uſe, and in ſhort, to 


admit freely the Novelties of their own forging, and tranſmit only to Poſ- - 


terity their Falſifications and Errors ; they would labour with their utmoſt 


_ - Efforts, to conceal from the People the Utility and Excellence of the an- 


tient Laws of the Kingdom, ſo that your Will and Pleaſure would be no 
longer obſerv'd. -/ - eng | 
This, Sir, is directly what has happen'd to the Law of God in Portugal; 
Fraud, Intereſt, and all the criminal Views of the Wicked united together, 
have found Means, in the time of Ignorance, to retard the Courſe of the 
Word of God in that Country; they have conſtrained the People, on the 
Pain of the moſt ſevere Puniſhments, not to look in them; and that they 
might the more ſurely ſucceed in that Project, have prohibited its Appear- 
ance, but in a foreign, that is to ſay, barbarous Language, becauſe thoſe 
| 9 e 
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People are inttely ignorant of it. It is by the Means of this abominable 


| © _ "Raſhneſs (as your Majeſty may be convinced, by comparing the 2075 Chap-. 
ter of Exodus with the Catechiſths, and the other Books of thoſe falfe 
Teachers) that they have mutilated; mangled, and disfigur'd the Law of 


God which they have intirely alrer'd, and fo diſtorted, that it is no longer 
7 Ble; teaching thus to Infants, their new and execrable Doctrines, 
and having in their Hands an unlimited Power to make all the People re- 
ceive and obſerve the ſame Doctrines; they have eaſily eſtabliſh'd Error in 


the place of Truth, which is inſenſibly rooted to a prodigious Degree, By 


the force of Artifices, Shifts, Menaces, and Puniſhments, it is now become 
aà general and conſtant Practice, and, at this Time, very antient; while the 

true and holy Law of God is bury'd in a perfect Oblivion in Portugal. Doubt 
not, Sir, that the Majeſty of God muſt be enrag'd, in the courſe of ſo many 
Ages, by Inſults of ſo atrocious a Nature, and could not but dafh them to 
Pieces in the End by the Effects of his juſt Anger; and he declares to you 
by that Voice, ſo thundering and terrible, that he will be known for the 
only true God, who will not give his Glory to another; he, at the ſame 


Time, invites your People, commanding them to obey him and ſubmit to 


his Will, to. receive his Laws, and obſerve ſtrictly his Commandments. 
He commandeth 5% alſo, you Sir, as your ſupreme Maſter, and he exacts 
from you, the careful Examination o thoſe Alterations which have been 
made in his divine Dictates, and the providing of a ray and ſufficient Re- 

dreſs for theſe impious Incroachments, in every Part of your Domains and 
Juriſdiction ; that your Subjects under the Shadow of your Royal Protection, 
may, without Delay, cager'y endeavour to obey their omnipotent God. 1 
can ſee no other Method to appeaſe him, and diſarm his Anger, who re- 


ſerves, perhaps, more mortal Plagues and more deſtructive Scourges for 


thoſe who dare ſtill rebel againſt his Orders. God is not uſed to talk to 


Men, nor to Princes, but by the Mouths of other Men; liſten then, and 


. conſider attentively, O ye Portugaeſe ! what I now ſay in his Name; you 
may, it is true, look upon me as a Man of no Eſteem ; dead, however, leaſt 
' this will, and the Words of God, may not be really found in my Mouth; 
we know not, nor ever ſhall know perfectly, the Ways of God; but we 
| know, that when he the moſt manifeſtly demonſtrates his Power, he em- 
ploys the Veſſels of Earth, makes uſe of the moſt abject and moſt feeble 
Inftruments, and puts ſometimes his Oracles in the Mouth of a Balaam, 
and 4 Creatures > 
Sir, the ſecond Truth which I take the Liberty of offering to your Con- 
lideration, is, that which according to the Sentiments of all Chriftizns, * | 


e moſt incapable of themſelves to be the Organs of his 


7 


tad 


| 8 r honeſt Man, has & been the. ſecond Cauſe gf the DetruRion pf 
Portugal, and in particular that of the Guy of Lien; and is af ſo great 
Importance, that it cannot fail of itsſelf of attracting the 8 of 
our Majeſty. It is the cruel. al, horrible Perſecution exercisd for 4 
1 time, on A great Number of your proper Subjects; by others 
ur Subjects alſo, who impriſon them, diſhonour them, confiſcate their 
Eds, and deſtroy their Families; who ſcourge ſome, burn others, 
and, others again. brand With a Mark of irreparable Ignominy; me 
exile many, and, in a Word, deſtroy. the Life of a. great Number, 
ter having afflicted ited. them with ſuch Tortures, 'Torments, and De 
ments, as the Idea of them ſhock and deſtro Humanity Nobles 4 
People of Portugal, Familiars (a) of what you call the Hoh Office, chat 
is to ſay, Protectors and Executors of the Decrees. and Pleaſure of the 
Miniſters, of the tremendous and execrable Tribunal of the Inquiſition, 
lend, me one Moment's, Attention ! I am well known to you we ham 
your Countryman, it was at Liſbon that I firit:ſqgLight, and was by tie Sa- 
grament of Baꝑtiſm (H enroll'd under che Banners gf Chriſtianity. Theres 
in following the Example of my Fatfiers, and the Inſtructions of my 
Teachers and Directors, I have, as you da now, yielded" headlong to the 
erroneous Faith Which is given among you, to the 7 ions and; 
1 of that Th tibunal; and in the un ounded blind Oboe 155 in in Wo 
enſpare all, Por it were by Force, N Fora. SUR 
Gs, in ſpire r 4p the 9 a ſome, in ſpite of the —— were 


n many important Doubts ei the PEAS 
bunal, and: the Inkomanity and Injuitice | of its Mikiſter 3" 


1 
Line 


. Ta The mug or Familharet of the Ji Py Frey d bs af ;ament, 
which = may ſay, the firſt Nobility . ru ae ! _ is compos d ft 
Add ieſt and moſt creditable Citizeds } their B aeg 155 to 42280 de the 9 amply In- 
Quificars, ejther'iy i mpriſoning the Gui "Wig keep them trzftly 4 on 1 ihe Day of the Celebra- 
on af the Auto dt F, hen 15 the Streets of Ligen; ſo that ſome are config. d 
thejf Dungeons, and oth ers deljvered — eExecutionets to 'be ſtrangled or burnt . 85 1 


this Body, Which is 720 'C onfiderable, 3 . the Intereſts of the Inqui OS, A Fr 
though hey often — ir Jed thief Fig their Collea agues  Pagently, Li without 4 
Murmur,' ſuffer the! ful | ey preferye "for them a ſtrict jdelity and 27 07 


derogating therein from the Ri he of 1 Being "Aveo Wee Tumani 
nk enounce FR. willy, t e 

"FamiÞ af, without! in win "the © 2 5 cf without the * 2 n_of Phe rime 17 
4 their neweſt ela- 


| Ti: T was bk at Liſbon, the 21ſt of May, 1702, = Ys in ** Pariſh | Chijek of 
St. A the iſt of June following, by the Rev. Prior Thomas Anthony Modeyra. r 12a 
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Thad to approheod on their Behalf, contributed much to the ſtifling of thoſe 


Doubts ; 1 omitted not however, from Time to T'ime, to diſcover them in 


great Secreſy to ſome of my Friends, and at length to communicate them 
partly to many others, whoſe Probity I was we aſſur'd of: I declare to 


you the Truth, believe me, for your own Sakes, truſt me, I am not a 


Man to delude pu with Falſities. Many of thoſe People of Wealth and 


Honour, thought as I did in thoſe Reſpects, and return'd me Confidence 


for Confidence, and acknowledg'd to me, their Horror and Deteſtation of 


that infamous Tribunal; Charity will not permit me to name any of them 
who are yet living amongſt you, but you will ſee in the Not (a) the Names 
of ſome illuſtrious Perſons, who are now no more; but whoſe Memory 
ought to be always dear and reſpectable to you. I have alſo met with, out of 
the Kingdom, many Portugueſe as ready to condemn the odious Proceedings 


of the Inquiſition, and to diſapprove openly the Inhumanity of all its Officers. 


Two public Miniſters, and, perhaps, the moſt (4 celebrated that ever ſerv'd 
the Crown of Portugal in the laſt Reign, were ſo perfectly of my Sentiments 


in this Subject, that what I ſhall addreſs to the Inquiſitors, may be eſteem'd 


a Mr. Jeb df Cinbe Brochads, Knight of the Order Royal, Member of the hiſtorical 


Academy, Counſellor of the Finances, and Envoy Extraordi at the Court of Great-Britain. . 
Meartinbs de Mendoza de Pina de Orcenga Homem, a Gentleman related to the King, and 


Nr. 
the only Portugueſe Layman that was vers'd in the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin Tongues, (and 


many other Languages,) and would be eſteem'd the greateſt PhAoſopher of his Age and Coun- 
try, if he had not attempted to wr es, Ariftatle, in combating his Syſtems, - 0) - 


The Rev. Father Hypolits Mereyra, a Jeſuit of great Moderation, and very 


always above the Prejudices of his Wr 1715 was = the Rana Academy, 1 Oral. 
r of the Inquiſition, in the Capacity of Qualli. ' 


* 


Will perhaps appear ſurpriſing, was a Mem 
r — | 
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- - The Rev. Father Epumanuel Cuilherme, of the Order of Preachers, and himſelf a great Preacher, 


Quallificator and Examiner of the Inquifition, who at the ſame Time that he approv'd the« 


Perſecution of that Tribunal againſt the Fezvs; blam'd in high Terms, their eſs. and, 


' falſe Faith, in particular the Prohibition of the Hoty Repos, FE! 1 
| e e 0 tors, of which he 


My Uncle, the Rev, Father Emmanuel Ribeyro, of 


was the Propoſitor, Examinator, and Quallificator of the Inquiſition ; this worth 


** ; Man, in : 
whom the deceas'd King plac'd much Confidence, and whoſe Manners you have all reſpected, 
whom you have always eſteem d as one of the greateſt Divines in the Kingdom, (when Re- 


ſident at the Court of Madrid, in the Room of the Marquis 4 Abbrantes, Ambaſſador from 
Portugal, what Honour did he not acquire by his Condutt, which procur'd him the moſt 
diſtinguiſhing Rewards from their preſent Catholic Majeſties.) He was, of the Number of 


thoſe, who had a very bad Opinion of the Proceedings of the Inquiſition, and eſpecially con- 


| demn'd theiß prohibiting the Uſe of the Scriptures in the vulgar ; Tongue. . 
2 Lamego, Son of the Duke of Cadaval, has ſaid 8.4 than once to me, in 


The Biſhop. 


talking of many good Books, the reading of which is prohibited in Portugal, that the In- 


guifitors wwere a Company of Beafts of the eruelleſt and moſt ſavage Diſpoſition. 


 p {#) The Count. Tarrouce, who died at Fiema, and Don Lewis & Cunba, who died at 


. 


a a nn «« 


[+ 28: | 
as their proper Language; but, without inſiſting on thoſe Things, you 
ought . in 5 Which J fay to . follow my Advices. 
and Example, from other more — Motives. If you regard me as 
your Enemy, you aſſuredly err; by my Birth I am directly allied to many 
People, my Parents and Relations among you; and my being your Coun- 
tryman, inſpires me with the moſt inviolable Sentiments of Affection to 
you; it is true, that having abjur d the Communion of the Roman Church, 
to embrace the Proteſtant Religion (a) your Prejudices, will naturally-pre- 
ſſeſs you againſt me, and render me odious in your Eyes; but my dear 
riends and Relations, undeceive yourſelves, and deign to liſten to me. In 
this Change of Religions, I have abandon'd the Pleaſures and Sweets of 
my native Country, Sweets and Pleaſures which I have met with in no other 
Part. I am divided for ever from a moſt dear and reverend Mother, from 
ſeveral Brothers, and from you all; neither the Advancement of my For- 
tune, neither real Advantages, nor flattering Expectations, which ſurround- 
ed me at Liſbon, could make me change my Reſolution. i Confirmid by the 
Grace of God, in a Party, embrac'd with, thorough Knowledge of the 
Cauſe, and reduc'd to eat no Bread but ſuch as is furniſh'd me by the Faith- 
ful, J am retired into the Country, where I live in one of theſe Places, 
which you call in Portugal, by way of Diſdain, a Corner of the Horld, and 
my Time in the Cultivation of a little Garden; but I ceaſe not to 
praiſe God in that State it hath pleas'd him to place me; and well convincd 
of a Liſe to come, bleſs him for whatever happens to me, repoſing myſelf 


intirely on his Mercy, by which only I hope to be fwd. The Calamities 


. (a) The Proſeſſors of that Faith have taken the earlieſt Opportunities of demonſtrating, in 
Ne extenſive Manner, how much they fear God, and love their r * 
a3 the News of the Calamities of Lißon were related to his Britannic Majeſty, he addreſs'd his 
Parliament to enable him to fend a ſuitable Relief to that diſconſolate People ; this Addreſs 
of the King, couch'd in Terms that expreſs'd at the fame Time his fincere Fr for the 
Princes his Allies, and his Readineſs to ſupport and ſuceour them in all Caſes of — 

and Need, ſhew d at the ſame Time his Piety, and Senſibility of the Diſtreſſes of his, Fellow - 
Creatures, in a more particular and diſtinguiſhing Manner, for thoſe of the Portugueſe ; the 
Charity and Generoſity of that auguſt Aſſembly tue Bri/; Parliament, made them inſtantly 
enter — the yer = their des: 3 with an unanimous Voice, an(hundred. 
thouſand Pounds ing, that is to ſay, more than a Million of Grades, Portugal Money, to- 
relieve thoſe unfortunate People, and comfort them in their frightfpl L Relation Tihall — = 
lay much Time in Needleſs Reflexions, I hope my Countrymen will make them for themſelves 
on this Occaſion ; would they, in Caſes of the like Nature, be prompted to- grant the like 
relief, to a People they eall Heretics, which they are now willing to receive from them ? 
nm only a few beneficent Hearts, would not almoſt all the reſt have rejoiced at ſuch a 
Misfortune's having befallen a People who think otherwiſe than themſelves, and who, ac- 
cording to their Opinion, merit not our Compattion for their Afflictions? Reflect well on. this 
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which have happen'd-ar Lin, the Thoubles and Confulien in which ye 
are all immers d, and the dreadful Chaſtiſements with which ye are threaten'd, 
could alone.draw me from the Tranquility of my Retreat; in an Inſtant 
: abandoning all other Occupations, my Senſibility, nay, I may ſay, my Du- 
ty, tranſported me in Idea, into the Middle of my dear unfortunate Coun- 
_ try, and prompts me to exert my feeble melanchaly Voice for your Conſo- 
lation, for your Happineſs eternal. I undertake this precarious Taſk at a 
Time when my Head is whitening with Years, my Hands tremble, and my 
whole Body is worn with long Troubles, which are ſufficient Indications, 
that, on the Borders of the Grave, no Motives of Intereſt, on my Part, 
could influence this Procedure, and that I could propoſe nothing to myſelf, 
but to contribute as far as poſſible for my weak Power, towards the Health 
af your abandon'd Souls, by the Remonſtrances which I addreſs to you, by 
the Advices: I give, and the Truths of which you have been ignorant till 

. the ee announcing them to you; from my Situation, the De- 


- _ rail which I ſhall trace out before you, ought to convince you, that inſpir'd 


with the true Spirit of Peace, and a Deſire of retrieving you from the Paths 
of Error, Ichere ſpeak only as a Chriſtian, as a true Friend, and faithful 
Citizen, as a Countryman and Subject wholly. devoted to the Glory of my 
King, and the Happineſs of his People. Nobles, People of Portugal, Fa- 
milimu of:your pretended Holy Office; ah, Sirs]! pay no longer & blind 
Submiſſion to the Ordars of that Tribunal, no longer take Oaths of Obe - 
dience to its Miniſters: : Now is the Time to recollect yourſelves, and to 
Make off àa Take chat has afflicted and: ruinꝰd you 3 now let your | 
fion be wholly devoted to the Service of God, by the Obſervation of his 
— holy Cemmandments, and let your Fidelity and Obedience be goverh'd by 
your King alope, ſtrengthning thereby, and increaling his Power. 
And u, yt Race dccurs d of God, abhor q of human Kind, ye Ingui- 
Rtors f urtugel for in ſayiag that, d fay-all)-if yen pranoie to yourſelyes 
cke Revival:of the ſame Conduct, if you determine ohſtinately to continue 
in your Tniguities, I demand not your Attention, but enjoin you, in the 
Name fe 80d er kauf, to lend an Far to my Hiſcdurſe: I confeſs 
have nothing in me, that can malte me reſpectable, or even recommedable, 
to Perſens of youx Character, I doubt not but you heartily deſpiſe me, 
and ay to ypürſelres, We have, nothing to fear from a Writer; who, by 
<< his. own Con feſſion, has neither Learning nor Authority, yet (ers himſelf 
<:vp a8 u Counſellor to the King, as a Preacher to the People, and dares 
« decty the holy Preceedings of our Tribunal ;!' adding, perhaps, ** Since 
he is not in our Power, aud we cannot, as he deſerves for ſo attrocious a 
Crime, bürn him alive, let the unhappy Wretch alone, and take we no 
Ry es © 
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„„ 
cc Notice of him.“ You are in the Right, and what you now ſay, is, perhaps, 
the firſt and only Truth that ever came out of your Mouths ; it is true that 
I have it not in my Power to do you any a+ ev and I have as little to 
fear from you, as you have to apprehend from me; but what of that? 
have ye not Conſciences, and do not 3 you ? will not they betray 
you ? will not the Force of Truth one Day burſt upon your Hearts, and 
plunge you in a dreadful Conſternation! Will not your toward Remorſe, 
thoſe goading Secrets, thoſe gnawing, infupportable Reflexions, load you 
with Alarms, enhance your Horror? If this were poſſible, and you even 
reſiſt their continual Return; will not the Idea of the Judgments of a tre- 
mendous offended God, ſovereignly juſt, and the Rigour with which he has 
—_ begun to puniſh your Iniquities; will not this penetrate your Hearts, 
and aſtoniſh ye with Fear and Terror? No; ye have nothing to fear from 
me; but ye have every Thing to fear from what J foretel you, in the Name, 
and in the Behalf, of God. r 
O Inquiſitors! this Tribunal, of which ye are the Miniſters, 
ä Hec maledia Domus furibunda imago Gebennie (a), 

| Eſt fabricata ſacrũ, fatiferique manu. ' . 
Les, it is the Work of the infamous Saaved-e (5); and you know, your- 
ſelves, that it owes its Origin only to Fraud, and an audacious Impoſture. 
The Eftabliſhment of that Juriſdiction in Portugal, is truly become fatal to it. 
| ta) The ſhort Time allow'd for the Tranſlation, would not admit of rendering theſeMerſes; 
for the Benefit of the Exgliſ Reader; which, however, would have been almoſt needleſs; · che 
Subſtance of them being introduced by the Author, in his Diſcourſe. . 3 

1) Jean Periz de Sadvenra wus born at Cordene, or Jean, in Spain ; who, 1 
more than bas Thouſand Ducats by counterfeiting Apoſtolical Letters, he made Uſe of it 
to introduce the Inquifition into Portugal. For this Purpoſe, he pretended to be the Cardinal 
Legate of the holy See: And having made his Family, and retain'd an Hundred and Fifty 
Servants in his Train, he was receiv'd, in that Quality, at Seville; and lodg d, with great S0- 
lemnity and Honours, in the Palace of the Archbiſhop. Being advanced as far as Baier, on 
the Frontiers of Portugal, he diſpatch' d a Seeretary to the King, to give Advice of Bis Ar- 
rival; and ſent to him fictitious s, as from the Pape, the Emperor, and 2 ſa⸗ 
cular and ecclefiaſtic Princes; who warmly pray'd his Majeſty to favour the pious Deſigns of 
the pretended Cardinal Legate. The King, rejoiced at this Legation, anſwer'd as to a real 
Legate; and ſent a Nobleman, of his Court, to compliment him, and accompany him to the 
Palace, where he dwelt for Three Months; and, in that Time; eſtabliſh'd'the curſed Inqui- 
fition in this Kingdom. After taking Leave of the King, he quitted Portugal, well ſatis 
with the Succeſs of his Plots: But he was diſcover'd, on the Borders of Caftile, by an ancient 

Servant of the Marquis de Villeneuve, who recollected the pretended Legate. ing taken 
- - Priſoner, he was condemn'd to the Galleys for Ten Years, and commanded to- write no-mote, 
under Pain of Death. This Sentence was executed, and he liv'd'many Years in the G > 
till he was redeem d, in 1556, by a Brief from Pope Par IV. who deſir d to ſee him, undoubt- 
edly, to thank him for the Services he had done the holy See, by. introduciog the Inquiſition 


= 
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into Portugal, where it has been ever ſince maintain d. e 


[24] 

* Seve Iuguiſitionis ccum ac turpe Tribunal < 

Inſtiluens, Regni debilitavit opes.. _ y 
Quæ mala non affert hoc implacabile monſtrum! 
Mæſtitiam, angores, dedecus, atque neces ! 

©. Impoſuit ſervile jugum, & ter amata libertas 
Dulce bonum vitæ, prob dolor] interiit ! 

Et Sophia ex terris: ſola ignorantia regnat. 
Quis dubitat, taceat : querere nemo poteſt. 
Biblia verſantes Sancta, appellantur iniqui; 
Oppoſita efſe putat, ſcire, & habere fidem. 

Memo poteſt iſtbic tranquille vivere vitam; 
Perpetui comites ſunt Timor atque Tremor. 

Hoc perturbatum Chaos in qua Sede moratur, 
Judicium obtorpet, mentis 25 uſus abeſt. 
Re vera bæc eſt que Inquiſitio ſandta vocatur. 

Illd mtrodufa, Natio rota ruit. | 
Nunc mirare precor ! Sapiens Rex protegit illam : 

Sant ejus Famuli, Marchio, Duxque, Comes? 


I 


Ihis is the Judgment of a learned Countryman, who has drawn this ori- 
ginal Portrait of the Inquiſition; a Judgment which is perfectly conform- 
able to the Ideas of all thoſe who are well acquainted with this Tribunal; 
which is the only Cauſe of all the Diſorders which have, for a long Time, 
afflicted Portugal, and inebriate all its Inhabitants. The reading of the 
holy Bible, that is to ſay, of the Word of God, which was given to Man- 

2 . . Kind, for their Conſolation and Inſtruction, by the Leſſons of the Prophets, 

and of the Evangeliſts, is there entirely and ſeverely prohibited. Liberty, 
that amiable, that greateſt and ſweeteſt of mortal Bleſſings, is there no 
longer known: The Examination of the Merits of their Religion has never 
been permitted, but every one is oblig'd to ſtifle his Doubts in their Birth. 
True Knowledge is exil'd the Country, and filthy Ignorance with Impunity 
uſurps its Throne: In ſhort, in Strictneſs, there is none who can hope or 
flatter themſelves to live there in Tranquility. The Nature of that Mon- 
ſter, the Inquiſition, is, to eſtabliſh a continual Fear and Terror among all 
who breathe beneath its Eyes. How much more flouriſhing might Por- 
tugal have been, at this Time, if the cruel Perſecution of that Tribunal, 
againſt the Jes in particular, had not oblig'd the moſt wealthy and pow- 
erful Families, of that Nation, to quit the Kingdom, and eſtabliſh them- 
ſelves elſewhere ! By how many other Methods have they not curtail'd the 
Finances of their Prince, and the general Proſperity and Intereſts of his 
$4 20 * ae 50 People? 
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chat Purpoſe, I all' Borrow he Lnge e of — , But 
you annere eee 0 Tha Nirg has neter tile df 2 Felde Nees | 

Bot even been eber C quainted with phe Name of an The ar cdulil 
anſwer you,” that that holy Man, in Character f a a Character 
which y6u dare not refuse dum, has very figu _ ny oy hewn, 5 
he foreſaw there would de, in futürd Times, Inqu e Earth: 


is them he paints in the frightful Deſcriptions ah be gives E ele enkel 
and iniquitous Monſters you ſo much referable : Bor if David has ft ex. 
preſly ſpoken of you ; or if the direct Name of Fnquiſite r is not to be met 
withiih a] his ſacred Writings; you Can't deny, that he every 
wheretalks of Perſecutors, of blood- thifſty an 2 — qtrs Cheaters. Now, 
your particular Conduct, and all your Procee will furniſh me with 
ficient and inconteſtable Proofs Rogen your — yr (th Mend F raud, your | 
Thirft of human Blood,” and the Cruelty with which ye have executed — 
Perſecutions, much ſuperior to all the Tyrannies of your Pregete 
From which I have Reaſon-to gſſert, that King Devid has more than 9 — 
ſpoken of you in his Works; and that he has frequently fo clearly and Jultiy 
 deferib?d* you, chat Ir is impoſſible but he muſt have had you ini View. 
Behld, ehen, your real and harüral Portrait; bely me, if yon ert. 
"Youtbur employ! youlſelves in the-[nvention of Wieketneſs, 9 ne- 
ttate into the moſt ſeetret Sentiments of other Men; having — | 
ſelves a — tte Judges of Mes Conſciences“ Burt 804 9 
deny exett lis Vengeance towards you,” and wound you in his Al. wy 25 
Mankind ſhiall ge. afd acknowledge the WörksGf God, and confiticr; with. 
Aſtontſhment, Wicht e mas dens. The Jul ſtralf rejoice in God, and all 
chat are right of Heart ſhall glorify his Name!. | Your odiou#PrbMhor! 
obliges you you eontilfuatlyto ſxerificeyour'Countrymen, the SubjeRts'8P%Ybr 
King, and 4 . Pebple who, but for you; might Have Id ke” 
ably: by the Puties of eg ce, ye always lay in Ambtiſh, Lale 
4 ; your” Eyes iheeflantly watch the Flocks of the Deſolate; Y 


it Abo for them! in dark Plate, that is to Bye in your Tribe — . 


4 Laon in hib Def j hence yelfly; on the Moment Proper to felze yu 
Preys of and fall on the Afflicted, my. they latter themſelves to ime key 
* | D Fou: 
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6 92 15 were perſwaded that God ſaw nothing that 7g did, or took not the 
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- diſplay his Indignation towards you. Tour Palace, the Tribunal in which 


phemy, and, in a Word, all the finful. Errors into which human Frailty 
6:7 3 * 6 4 . 
openly, all thoſe who are culpable in that abominable Crime, which formerly: 
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* u; Ye ſlay the Innocent in your ſecret Places, in the Dungeons of che 


uiſition: Ye commit the Ancient to a ſhameful Death 


ye ſpate not the 


Widow, the Orphan, nor the Stranger: Ve inveigh againſt the, Juſt, and 


t Notice of it. But ye moſt groſly deceive yourſelves : For the Omni- 
potent God, the God of Mercy, holds you in Abomination; becauſe ye 
are wicked, bloodthirſty, and perfidious : Wherefore ye ſhall not reach 
Half the Length ef your allotted Days. He has already lifted againſt you 
his incens d Arm; he ſhall employ againſt you his Miniſters of Death, and 


impriſon many, and murder more, ſhall be overthrown, and become a 


| im | 
Defolaron) nor any one find Shelter in its Tents. By the perpetual 
Exerciſe of an inhuman unparallel'd Tyranny, and by a fooliſh and ridi- 


culous Conduct (which the King and his People have hitherto blindly au- 


thoris' d, ſeduced and deluded by your Fraud and Artifices), ye have 


brought theſe poor Wretches in Diſgrace prith their Neighbours, made them 
a Deriſion and Scoff tothoſe who ſurround them, and have caus'd them to 
become a bye Word among the Nations. But all that Authority, all that 
unlimited Power, which ye have been ſuffer'd, with Impunity, to exerciſe, 
even to this Day, by which ye have much diſhonour'd your Country; ap- 


| proaches its Abolition, To this End, Death ſhall alk among ye, and ye 


all be driven to the Grave like the Beaſts of the Field; and all your 
Strength, and all your Credit, ſhall be ſwallow'd-in the Sepulchre] In the 
rigorous Puniſhments you inflict on Sorcery, Bigamy, Polygamy, Blaſ- 


e have, nevertheleſs, taken great Pains to uſe Indulgence, and ſpare, 


drew the Vengeance of the Lord on the Cities of the Plain © which he de- 
<« ſtroy'd, in a Manner fo terrible and ſurpriſing, that that Example might. 


© remain as an eternal Monument to Poſterity.” Whence is this Partia- 


lity, but that yourſelves are guilty of that Crime, which Modeſty forbids 


me to name? I could furniſh, you with many inconteſtable Truths; but I 
ſhall content myſelf with reciting the above, to the Inhabitants of Lion 
who are yet living. Dread, then, ye miſerable frail Mortals l Dread the 


melancholy Lot of the Plain(a). Ye have already experienced it, in 
— conduct yourſelves, henceforth, ſo that it may not return 


ye; that ye may not be totally conſum'd. Calamity is lodg d 
of your Walls; but it is to be fear'd that your Gaful, your 
= | deluſive 


« 17 133 

geluſive Errors, — and your bad Faith, vill Tl continue, and 
"Bart and Impiery pteſide at your Abe. WP 
But e pen There 


the firſt and principal I have to all 
ſignedly reſerv*d to the laſt, with's View of furpriſing and eonfoundi 

— with — the moſt foreldle of all Naſbns. The hely Law, and the W. 
of God, is only ſuppteſs'd in Ptgul, by your uireaſonable and ty- 
rannio Orders, and the infinite Path . you always take, to have them moſt 
ſcrupulouſly executed. The People of * Portugal have never known the 
Commandments of their God; therefdre-have they never obſery'd them: 
You not only prohibit the reading of the Old and New Teſtament, but 
alſo forbid the reading of all ſuck Books as ſcrutinize, confute, or tend to 
ruin entirely your — — Syſtems. Ie is to you; only, chat Portugal is in- 
debted for that ce, in whith'it is ſtil randy and = irs — 

happy Inhabirants. ya not, to Tpeak * ſtrictiy any Reli 

ſcarcely | by Narte, and Idolaters in EE: Fins | ade World orld* 1 prot 
really what they ate, nor can theꝶ chemſelves tell us. All the Arguments 
with "which you have dazled then," and ſo often oppos d us, have they not 
been 4 28 JT r ng of Fulffties, err bad Faith ? Ke know 
in your Conſcience; b Expetience; you cannot your- 
ſelves againſt our —.— and that, in al bar Bee yo have 
to us the Field of Battle; abandoning yourſelves to be- 
cauſe you never conld fairly conquer ud. Furnifhf With the true Law of 
God, which we poſh in all/its Purfey, we are d ways afraid of enterin; 
intd'a Controverſy, which could"only Ne to corfixrry ns more and more 
our Principles. This holy eg bf 'eyery one of us, for 
5 writes in_the at of de Country: Our Women and Infaiits 
read] -it x meditate, an — y udy, ace cheir Delight in it. 


T Pity, the 2. which all apainft 
dy wagons wi x Sm 


5 the reading of the Wond of '; and: e » 
cannot be ignorunt that the Religion, you teach the cople, is not 
Falfhood „ und will not bear the — Examination; you have, in 
great Reaſon to interact al Sorts ef Controverſßes, and All the We d 
treat of it. Were you to permit tie of the Kible,” People would 
ſoon come at the Knowledge of the Word of God and would not heſitate 


to revolt [with a juſt on, for rome {Aku 
— —— juſt Indignarion, "wp 


datigtt6us a Manner. Were you 
Controverſy, it Wauld overthrow; in a hort toy ord 
of Religion, which you have elevated in the en d in u 
and ridiculous a Manner. Behold! how, and for what, you unjuftly ſup- 
press dhe Word of God: Behold _ how; for theſe Tranſgreffions, he 
f D 2 , ma- 
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be againiinyonrh jo Pw ine Juſtiec , Ven! hape, as Lanny ayvintiob 
iſh'd (and it was Time for the ard to-works-lince:ye have made;void)ohis 
aw. Among the Rvigz of 7 that 5 ne Tnbunal or Pa- 
lace gf the Inguitign,;; For manyi Agenden have;ery'd up how much this | 
Tribunal, Far agceable.jto,God, be Services hey, have done him a. in 
ſupperting,;the Faith, n Glory Ha has, neyertheleſs, 


deſtroy 4895 holy er „Dare gon dat Ithgt, in this, he has ſhewn him- 
 felf 1 7 5 ful: cowards you, On thet he had not Power ſufficient to preferve 


this Palace om Beftagfion i B is it not vety lies ho on the, en, 
or it be, has recduped i tean Heap ahiRuins,!jt zie becauſe he held it in 


| Fo TE and that: far from bainghfleced by yauntfalle Leal; he truly 
and regards i it! 48 ararbaroyy. Fury. Ae infernal i Rerſecutiona andy 
tene. 28% oe eee bim; btis ametriceliy op- 
de to W hat he exacts fr om his Petxants. On; a Vie V, '. oh the, De- 
is 1 rhatiygn callabe Holy Office: und from —— ILbave 
2 it can ong doubt, chat iigiapperrs, in- e _ Gods a dia- 
5 tice, only, Sen eee d n , A bfr 
„Hag ntfs! the Paths in Mhich OH- walks fo, ſeruilely following the 
OLEÞS, — 5 Predecęſſors, renders: . every Reſpect, criminal before 
| tdiculoys, tg other Mens PI you ;fhilb perDig:your:erronequs 


_ Hen Xegar dlefs of Nhat Humanity. exacis! from Non of What, our Owul- 
potent God Pater e from — — with Prembling, that igt isa 


Fear Mark FRE ene r Ser, for MαAardneſs of your 
ly. "> org unhap 25 — ob Et 


that. 0 i eee e the Harhs eff Perdition, Thall 


e WAN have, talk/d, fo. you. Pho the 
Names, 8 tow, Fallifier, e e that Natuze, are 
mugs ny . we rot cee them to. thoſe./ Who, hy their 


1 0 a 15 have RH d themſelyes tre. declar d. Enemies 
1 . of hein in Neighhour I isn regarding you, 
AS e Nom 09 Np Motive) off Animoſity,on Raſſien, that my Pen 
Has reprelente yo lack-Cglours :. I hayexherefare;no;Reaſon-to. 
alk Excuſe: Name, gde moſt ſhameful, and odjogy, that; 
can, be von th bv Mortal, in, the mean Time, yg. cee and-delight 


im it 1 Title 5 3 —. pro 5 to yurſelves: ' Acknawledge, 5 therefore, 
| e K you, are equaliy ycun due: 


* 7 or off 


not, e rejofied you for eyers n tho Depuges:y0Þ.! OW, even, whey 


Ute of, MIRA impeaching my, Cha- 


| 4272 Meg, ben ud n of dirty Ora 12 
ors,!, once, more, the SovgreigniCreator, the God of Mercies, has 


- SIT! 


| Ss} 


che Duſt, and ybur Bodies hath eleav'd-antothe Ground: But hath he for- 


gotten to be gone And will he (but ap his Loving-kindneſs in Diſ- 
2 vou Yow know not this, any more than myſelf; but 
now, hawpyery and you as üught to remember, that the Sdurce of his- 
Mercies are infinite; that Reid aas at Hand with the Miſerable and fg 
gicted:z; for the Lord hearetli the Por, and de ſpiſeth not his Priſpfler :. 
exen often. cheriſnies Offenders h ſcem wholly\deſtitute of his Grace 
the Severity of; che Chaſti eme nta with which He wifts them. WeGhlyt 
hide, qurſrl ves; en we think ro pendtrate the Ways of God? But we ma; 
ay, with Aſſurance, that the major Part of his Chaſtiſements are real Pa 
vours he beſtows on Men. He, alone, can Hraw the greuteſt Good froty 
the maſt idpptdive. Evi. He cllaſtiſesß lille à Father, s rebellious Cl - 
dren. 3 excitingiche m. thereby, to Repentanee ; and invites them to return 
to the Paths of Life. It is therefore yet poſſible, that you may be of the 
Number of: thoſe, whom God redals, in this Manner, to the Road of Sal- 
vation. BM whiz: fatal Obſtinacyido you, in the mean Time, reſiſt the pu- 
ternal Voice, inquhich/be addreſs you, by the Organ of one of your nioft! 
compaſiiguate:Countrymen ? related to ſome of yo and the Friend of 
others (a). For the L. ove of God. your Creator and Redeemer, open your 


Eyes, und denckane your: Ear: Diveſt ybufſelves of your old Habits, and: 


aſſume a h]] Cut: Difavow openly;/and? without Delay? your pred 

tended holy: Qffibe; deem it;gwourſelves, exccrable; deatbretofobt Prince; 

and uatifyr to: bud Subjects, that: its Juriſdiction is unlawful, cotrary to the 

Law of, God ꝓpernicious to the» Welfare of the Kingdom, injurious to the- 

Intereſts,, the Laberties, and Conſciendes, of the People: Oonfeſs, in torr; * 

that the Tribunal of the Inquiſition is unjuſt, eruel; arne Be ye 
aer 


tg e got N 


. 


g A i! drotid di; igt zi Do) ln 
| riengſhipito, any Many, that Lſhall be far fd with Vanity in the Honour hear vaunt 
the, Great Nee e s, bf the Houſt ok ghe Marque e tte, and for- 
merly Orato of the Univerſity. of Cainbrt, is the Perſon hint at, on this . T_T Th 
of am Lüqaiſtor apart, He Has conſtantly henour'd me with his Friendſhip, in parti. 
Rs at my Pepartute from Lim In 1734. g u Years, ſueceſſively; he maintain'd 
with mera regul-g . ce, ax wrote ſto me glinoſt every Poſt; -| Notwithſtanding his 
 pfear Occuparions E ha the 00gnels to communicate to me whatever Particular ha d 
in his own Fami in the City, qt at Cburt. To dq Juſtice here to the good Qualides of 
that Nobleman, I maſt add, that Printe Eugene us; d to ſay; that he could not comprehend how 
thay, could bę united in the Perſen öf ad Inquiſitor: It appear d, to him, a very fingular and 
rarg Plienomengn.," The Qualtyof Inquiſitor re een del bee ee we en gon 
Man poſſeſs' many very ſolid and praiſe-worthy Aru nt Truth itſelf has drawn from 
me this Confeſfion, indepengant of the grateful Sentiments which attach me to him, In talk- 
ing to the lyquiſicors- in general, * gives me gfeat rr to comprehend alſo, this great 
a Lats atm O 7 HAY var by 2556 & 28” TOE 1-00 
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; Aus aaſtbing herk but what Is true. Ii l ,b well Known, that du Thquiſitot newer 
y is 


. get, and 5 N £0 n, all your Offences.” Dear Converts l Ra 


1 1 
5 the firſt that Thafl labour Te ous enge r cio 
Talents, the of your Minds, to their right Uſe; 
Þ —ç — * with all your Strength, to fayout the Law of God; and give 
it a free Acceſs to every Heart, and to make his Commandments reli- 
giouſiy obſerv'd; apply the utmoſt of your Care to procute to your Sove- 
and all his Subj jects, that Peace, that Concord, that Tranquillity, 
| 3 of which they have fo much Need: In a Word, repent you 
| Ex your iniquitous Proceedi OP and perhaps you may yet become the 
happy of all Mortals, by the Joy which God ſhall conceive in your 
S and the innumerable Bleſſings which ſnall bes _— n _ 
by all the Inhabitants of the Earth. | 
I you determine, in the End, to give this Satisiackion to Mankind, 00 | 
wa be in perfect Peace with all the World: Neither I, nor any one elſe, 
would any longer treat you as Inquiſitors 3 that anathemous Title ſhall be 
into thoſe of the Children of God, and of good Men; Titles the 
moſt glorious and ſoothing that can be annex d to reaſonable Beitigs. As 
for me, the Suppoſition alone, the mere Hope of yout Repentance, almoſt 
diſarms my Anger, and prompts me to change my Language. 9 
hitherto, of Reproaches and Threats; you would find tne, in that Caſe, che 
moſt liberal Man in the World of Praiſes and Congratulations; and a Writer 
the molt ready to rehearſe your virtuous and glorious Reſotution. © You: 
would find, chen, that it is not thro' an Emotion of perſonal Enmity, that I 
have exclaim d Againſt your Conduct; and the Alteration.of Stiſe; in my Wri- 
| tings, would convince you, that my Reproaches ſhould fall on none of you, 
in particular; but that my Duty ohliges me to combat lufee, protec. 
Virwe, and defend, openly, the Rights of Humanity. 
But you will, perhaps, ſay here, God is angry; he hiderh his F. ace 
<«< from us, and for getteth our Miſery and Trouble; he hath intirely aban- 
« don'd us.” No; comfort yourſelves, be affur'd, chat he who inſpires 
the Defire and Reſolution of Repentance, is ready to hear your Cries,; he 
will redeem yon from the midſt of your Calamities ; he is pve d to. for- 
Crea - 
tures ] recover 'd by the Grace of God ; ſhall I fay to you, then, / 15 
proftrate yourſelves in his Preſence; and fay, with an holy Remorſe! 
O eternal God of Armies! either by our Ignorance, or by our Wick. | 
« edneſs, we are all culpable, having finn'd againſt thee !' Our 
<<©-frons are enormous, and in great Number! We have finn'd with our Fa- 
<< thers ; we have done amiſs, and dealt wickedly : Neither have we 
*< thy Govdnefs in Remembrance! We have not 
«in Truth; bur are Rebels ts thy Wil! Our Raſhneſs and Malignity have 


„been 


* " £ - 


theein Spitit, and. | 
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* been eartied to the higheſt Piteh! We have abolifh'd thy holy Laws ; 


% und, to the End that we might accommodate to our own Intereſt the 
little Portion we did retain of them amongſt us, we have mangled, mu- 
te tilated, and wholly disfigur'd them Cruſh'd and dejected by the Weight 
Jof theſe great Sins, we know that we are unworthy af thy Support, or of 

* thy Pardon ! But, full of Confidence in thy infinite Mercies, we dare fly 
to thee; and, proſtrating ourſelves in thy Preſence, with Eyes full of 
Tears, with frozen and wounded Hearts, we ſupplicate thee to beſtow on 
* us the Joy of thy Salvation! We have ſinn'd againſt thee! againſt thee, 
only, have we finn'd? and done this Evil in thy Sight? All our Actions 
«fill us with Horror; and we deteſt ourſelves. Thou haſt viſited us with 
„ thy Rods; but we acknowledge, that thou haſt done it with Juſtice : We 
receive thy Chaſtiſements with Submiſſion, and we thank thee: for them: 
% For it is good for us that we have been afflicted, that we might learn thy 
* Statutes. Before we were afflicted, we went aftray; but now will we 
keep thy Word. We will repent us, and walk in the right Way; and we 
_ « purpoſe to receive and eſtabliſh thy Word; to obſerve, and fee obferv'd, 

* thy Commandments. God of our Deliverance, . re-eſtabliſh us: Turn 


dus, thou, O God, our Saviour; and let thine Anger ceaſe from us! Turn 


A thee unto us, and have Mercy upon us; for we are deſolate, and in Mi- 
ſery. The Sorrows of our Hearts are enlarg'd; Oh! bring us out of out 
Troubles: Look upon our. Adverſity, and forgive thou all our Sins! 


„Turn our Heavineſs into. Joy ; take off our Sackcloths, and gird us with. | 


* Gladr.:is! Accept, O Lord] our Penitence ; and deign to regard us with 


an Eye of Pity. Thou ſeeſt that our Sight fails us, in this Attention on 
« our God; r that our Throats are dry. O0 
good Re 


Lord]! abandon us not in our lutions; but grant us the Grace 
* and Power toaccompliſh them; to the End that we may procure and 


<< facilitate to thy Creatures thy eternal Salvation, and render unto thee; for 
« ever, the Honour and Glory which ate thy due 


I confeſs, that this Alteration of your Conduct would meet with many 
Obſtacles and Embaraſſments; but they ſhould not 1 you: For 
as you undertake nothing but what tends to the Glory of z ye might 


have nothing to fear; God is your Hope and Strength; a very t Help. 
in Trouble: Therefore need ye not fear, tho the Earth be mov'd, and 


the Hills be carried into the midſt of the Sea: Tho' the Waters thereof 


rage and ſwell, and tho” the Mountains ſhake, at the Tempeſt of the 
fame, ye need riot be alarm'd, or terrify'd. The God, who. will affift 
you, is the Omnipotent God; who knows well how „ 

_ 0 | ; preſerve 


depend upon his Aſſiſtance; and, in that Reſpect, might boldly fay that ye 
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Sila, Icguld not but be prolix in denouncingqol th 


1 (32 
preſerye you from, all Peril. Hs iv alwayshatthe$ile.of thoſe who well in 
Fis Ways: Follon them, 'theayrconfantly,rand; with AgUrapee anf vu 


Vill obtain, without Rain, and even im bo ent Time, „the And Mhich 


Ky Propos d, in ſpite of che. Obſtagles'; h oppoſe your pious 


7 nie 28818 2151013 10 
851 e Noble ſſẽ and People 
of Portugal, and to the Inguiſirors, the texxible - Threats f G againſt 


eſigns. 


- 


$26 who violate.and deſpiſe his holy Lay.z,andithe certain And raving 


*romiles he makes to thoſe WhO reſpect and obſerve it. By cke Grace and 
Aſſiſtance of God (without which 1 rely neithep n my good Intentions, nor 


on the Eflorts which I exert to draw your Subjects out the Errors in 


hich they abide) ; I hope that the Fear of cheſe Menaces, and the aſſur d 
Hope of their Salvation, will make a ſalutary,Impreſſion on them: In the 
flattering Idea that your Majeſty will yet lend me a. Moment's Attention 1 
HANES the Liberty of repreſeating'to/you:my; Thoughts on the Abolition 
ol the odious Tribunal of the Inquiſitio . 
The Reſtraint that the Inquiſitors have laid, on the reading of the Word 


* 


— 4 4 


of God, deprives all your Subjects of the Poſſibility of knowing his Laws: 


That Reſtraint once remov'd, thoſe very Inquiſitors recover'd from their 
Miſtakes, would be the firſt to diſcover to- your Majeſty, -all the Exceſſes, 
and dangerous Proceedings, of their Tribunal; and the, Neceſſity there 8 


of providing, for them, à ſpeedy Remedy. Ibis Means of converting the 


Ipquiſitors, and the Counſels which they might give your Majeſty, on this 


Subject; this Means, I ſay, would be the ſhorteſt; caſiglt,, and moſt proper 


Method, to reform the deplorable Abuſes which diſnonour yqur Kingdom? 


Q . +. 


But if it ſhould happen (Which God forbid), that the Inguiſttors are obſti- 


nate in defending ther Errors, and hardęn themſelves in their Alienation 
from the Truth; it is yet 1p/-your Bower, S 1x, to take, the Sceptre in 


ac, and to ſpeak as the Maſter and Father of, your opprels'd S biecte. 


God expreſly commands it, and expects it of you. - Your Majeſty will 


here recollect, that you hold your Power cn Hm God hd, of cenſe- 


quence, ought oxy to obey, that Supreme Beipg. Af you, deign-to compare 
the 20th, Chapter of Exodus (as I before męntignd with,the' Portugeſe, Li- 
turgy,. vou will readily. convince yourſelf, that the Law of God is not 
khown in Portugal, ſuch as it really is: Vou, are; therefore, neceſſarily ob- 
lig d to reſtore it; and, in Quality of an abſolute Monarch, ; you have qnly 
tc command it.. Nou can, by theſe ſimple Words, # is tay hleaſuret make 
the true Word of yout God be received in all the Extent of ypur Domi- 
nions. Hitherto, the Authority and Power of the Inquiſttzion haye pre- 
vented it; and the Audacity of its Miniſters would, pethaps, have Carry 'd 


them 


enn 
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them ſo far, as to haye reſiſted and oppos'd your Will. But this is no 
longer the Caſe: God himſelf has devour d the Inquiſition; he has dif- 
pers d and confounded ell its Miniſters. Tou have, therefore, only: to ſay, 
1 will, and Joruein, cat this Tribunal be no more eſtabliſti d; and that no 
one ſhall haye the Hardineſs to fevive it from its Aſhes; and, be aſſur d, 
that you ſhalt be pimctually obey d. Command, that, for the future, no 
one, whatever, aſſume the Title of Inquiſitor; and. that thoſe who, habe 
hitherto borne; rengunte it fort ever. & Command. ſo holy, and reſpect- 
able, would ngt fail of being obſerv'd. Suppoſe we (for ęvery Thing is 
to be fear'd from the Violence and Degeneracy of the Inquiſitors) (a), that, 
in the Middle of their Calamities, and riſing; das, it were, frgm the Pit of 
Darkneſs, they rebel againſt your Orders, and attempt to retard their Exe · 
cution; (but the Time for thoſe Sort of Fears is elaps' d, and are, at, this 
Day, out of Seaſon. ) As ſoon . as you have pronounced the Sentence for 
aboliſhing this Tribunal, you need only, S 1x, ęmunicate to your, Peg 
ple the weighty Reaſons which. haye prompted you to it; che People in 
Affliction and Conſternation, at the terrible Chaſtiſements that the Iniguities 
of the Inquiſition, and its peculiar Piſorders, have drawn upon them from 
God; you will find are well · diſpos d to applaud and ſecond you in the Sup- 


preſſicn 'of This infernal Office. As ſoon aß vou openly deelare your In 


N if 
Par 


(ea While their Converſion exiſts only in my Wiſhes, 1 half continue to Mpealcloff them 
all the Vehemence neceſſary to make them know themſelves, oraboliſh\thew-;Tyrapay; [17 
"Nt (5) Page 20. + 57 +H 1 | | | 


(% The Duke de Bragenza; in one Night, ſhook off, entirely, the Heis Yoke; and abel 
che Taquificion; which was afterwards Web {by of 
former Note. Fide Page 23. 
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ment on the Throne of its Anceſtors!” Exett yourſelf, therefore, over your | 


them, their /dolatry and Superſtition. © 


Subjects; and even tho* they were not herein infſuenced by the Glory of 
God, and Hope of their Salvation, the mere Affection that they bear you, 
would engage them to employ, as they have ever done, all their Strength 
to ſubdue your Enemies, or rebellious Subjects. The Inquiſitors, thus con- 
demn'd to Silence, and an eternal Obloquy; 'and the Law'of God reſtor'd 
to your Subjects; they will receive it with an unanimous Conſent, and 
learn, with all their Hearts, from the Docility which is natural to them; 
by a moſt rigid Obſervation of thoſe Laws, they will baniſh, from amongſt 

Six, with theſe 1 ſhould alſo chace from amongſt 
you, the Perſecution Af the Fews: For that which the Inquiſizion exerciſes 


on your Chriſtian Subjects, muſt fall; of itſelf, with the Abolition of that 


Tribunal. The Crimes of thoſe Chriſtians; thoſe who are really e 


of an exemplary Chaſtiſement, will come readily under the Juriſdiction of 


the Magiſtrate, who might inflict on them the Puniſhments ordain'd by 
the Laws of the Kingdom; and all the World will give the Name of 
Juſtice to that which was before a cruel Perſecution. That exerted on the 
Fews, to which the Portugueſe in general, and their Princes in particular;. 


have been too much addicted, proceeds only from a miſplaced Zeal, falſe in 


. 


all its Parts, and only built on the ruinous Baſis of the moſt abſurd Pre- 
judires. This Matter being ſuſceptible of much Enlargement, I ſhall: 
content myſelf with offering to your Majeſty, ſome eſſential Reflexions- 
worthy of your Attention, and proper to make you think that this Perſe· 
cution ought to be wholly diſcontinu'd, in all the Juriſdiction ef your 


Kingdom: For I cannot help thinking, that conformable to the Law of 


God, and the mild Precepts of the Goſpel, as well as for the Advantage 
of Portugal, and for the Intereſts of the moſt candid Politics; that the eus 
ought not only to be tolerated there, but that they alſo ought to enjoy an 
entire Liberty of Conſcience, and be permitted the free Exerciſe of their 
Religion. N el iter Aitas 


© "The holy Scripture ſcarcely ever gives'to the Jews any other. Name, than 


that of the People of God: Theſe People, naturally froward, have rebell'd, 
more than once, againſt their Supreme Maſter: But that Maſter, who loves 
them tenderly; has as often pardon'd, and ſuffer'd no Man to do them 
Wrong; but has reprov'd even Kings, for their Sakes. It is true, that 
God has rigorouſly chaſtis'd their Idolatry ; but he has always retriev'd 


them from the Slavery and Evils, into which they have been reduced, on 
that Account. Theſe incredulous People refus'd to acknowledge the Me/- 


ab 
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fab: in the Perſon of- Je/us Cbrit, miſguided by the Phariſees, their blind 


Conductors; and had the fatal Misfortune of putting to Death him who 
came to acquire for them Salvation, and eternal Life. This Redeemer was, 
nevertheleſs, the firſt that afterwards interceded to God in their Favour, in 
ſaying, that they knew, not what they did (a), In the Sequel, they were in- 
veterate againſt the Apoſtles ; and the greateſt Number of them have hi- 
therto perſever'd in an unſhaken Attachment to the ancient Alliance which, : 


God had contracted with their Fathers. It is true, that their Obſtinacy is 
manifeſtly puniſh'd by their total Diſperſion, and by the Sufferings, of all 
Kinds, which it involves them in. Nevertheleſs, God tolerates them yet, 
upon the Earth, and preſerves them; and even, as all other Sinners, al- 
lows them a Time for Recollection and Repentance. In England, Hol- 
land, and in ſeveral Places of Germany, and in many other Countries, they 
enjoy the free Exerciſe of their Religion: In many Roman Catholic 
Countries, their Synagogues are tolerated; and the Worſhip, which they 
render to God, is permitted by them. The King of Naples, Son of the 
King of Spain, and nam'd, by way of Excellence, the Catholic Ming, 
ſuffers their Synagogues in his Kingdom: The chief of all the Princes of 
the Roman Communion, the N of Germany, does the ſame : There 
are Jews, and Synagogues, in all his hereditary Eſtates; not excepting 
Vienna itſelf, the Reſidence of his Imperial Majeſty : But, what is more, 
the pretended Chief of the Roman Catholick Church is no leſs favourable 
to them: For there are Synagogues in Rome itſelf. ' S1 R, is it not a ſtrange 


Thing, an incomprehenſible. Abſurdity, that the Fetus, far from being to- 


lerated in Portugal, have ſuffer d, at all Times, the moſt violent and con- 
ſtant Perſecution ? The Portugueſe know not what to anſwer, to thoſe who 
aſk them, How it happens, that their King pretends to be, or appear a 


better Chriſtian, and more religious, in that Reſpect, than the other tem- 


poral and ſpiritual Chiefs of the Religion he profeſſes? SIR, are you not 
equally the Father of all your Subjects? And are not the Jeus born in 


5 your Realm, of that Number? How can your Majeſty, then, ſtill conſent 


to their being oppreſs d and perſecuted, only becauſe they have the Miſ- 
fortune not to think as you and your other Subjects do? Reflect here, one 
Moment, Six, on the Evils which have occurr'd in all Times, and occur 
_ both to your People, and your own particular Intereſt, from this 
erſecution. iN nns ot 


0 y a 
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ment on the Throne of its Anceſtors:” Exert yourſelf, therefore, over your 
Subjects; and even tho' they were not herein influenced by the Glory of 
God, and Hope of their Salvation, the mere Affection that they bear you, 
Would engage them to employ, as they have ever done, all their Strength 
to ſubdue your Enemies, or rebellious Subjects. The Inquiſitors, thus con- 
demn'd to Silence, and an eternal Obloquy; 'and the Law of God reſtor'd 
to your Subjects; they will receive it with an unanimous Conſent, and 
learn, with all their Hearts, from the Docility which is natural to them; 
by a moſt rigid Obſervation of thoſe Laws, they will baniſh, from amongſt 
them, their 7dolatry and Superſtition. © 2414 fer | 
Six, with theſe two Monſters, you ſhould alſo chace from amongſt 
you, the Perſecution Af the Fetus: For that which the Inquiſition exerciſes 
on your Chriſtian Subjects, muſt fall, of itſelf, with the Abolition of that 
Tribunal. The Crimes of thoſe Chriſtians, thoſe who are really deſerving 
of an exemplary Chaſtiſement, will come readily under the Juriſdiction of 
the Magiſtrate, who might inflict on them the Puniſhments ordain'd by 
the Laws of the Kingdom; and all the World will give the Name of 
Juſtice to that which was before a cruel Perſecution. That exerted on the 
Fews, to which the Portugueſe in general, and their Princes in particularz 
have been too much addicted, proceeds only from a miſplaced Zeal, falſe in 
all its Parts, and only built on the ruinous Baſis of the moſt abſurd Pre- 
judires. This Matter being ſuſceptible of much Enlargement, I ſhall. 
content myſelf with offering to your Majeſty, ſome eſſential Reflexions- 
worthy of your Attention, and proper to make you think that this Perſe-- 
cution ought to be wholly diſcontinu'd, in all the Juriſdiction of your 
Kingdom: For I cannot help thinking, that conformable to the Law of 
God, and the mild Precepts of the Goſpel, as well as for the Advantage 
of Portugal, and for the Intereſts of the moſt candid Politics; that the Jews 
ought not only to be tolerated there, but that they alſo ought to enjoy an 
entire Liberty of Conſcience, and be permitted the free Exerciſe of. their 
Religion. Ae A e 
The holy Scripture ſcarcely ever gives to the Fews any other Name, than 
that of the People of God: Theſe People, naturally froward, have rebell'd, 
more than once, againſt their Supreme Maſter: But that Maſter, who loves 
them tenderly, has as often pardon'd, and ſuffer d no Man to do them 
Wrong; but has des even Kings, for their Sakes. It is true, that 
God has rigorouſſy chaſtis'd their Idolatry ; but he has always retriev'd 
"  _ them from the Slavery and Evils, into which they have been reduced, on 
that Account. Theſe incredulous People refus'd to acknowledge the Me. 
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Jab in the Perſon, of Jeſus Chrift;. miſguided by the Phariſees, theig blind 


Conductors; and had the fatal Misfortune of putting to Death him who- 
came to acquire for them Salvation, and eternal Life. This Redeemer was, 
nevertheleſs, the firſt that afterwards interceded to God in their Favour, in 
ſaying, that they knew, not what they did (a), In the Sequel, they were in- 


veterate againſt the Apoſtles; and the greateſt Number of them have hi- 


therto perſever'd in an unſhaken Attachment to the ancient Alliance which, : 


God had contracted with their Fathers. It is true, that their Obſtinacy is 
manifeſtly puniſh'd by their total Diſperſion, and by the Sufferings, of all 

Kinds, which it involves them in. Nevertheleſs, God tolerates them yet, 
upon the Earth, and preſerves them; and even, as all other Sinners, al- 
lows them a Time for Recollection and Repentance. In England, Hol- 
land, and in ſeveral Places of Germany, end in many other Countries, they 
enjoy the free Exerciſe of their Religion: In many Roman Catholic 
Chonteled, their Synagogues. are tolerated; and the Worſhip, which they 
render to God, is permitted by them. The King of Naples, Son of the 
King of Spain, and nam'd, by way of Excellence, the Catholick King, 
ſuffers their Synagogues in his Kingdom: The chief of all the Princes of 
the Roman Communion, the Emperor of Germany, does the ſame : There 
are Jews, and Synagogues, in all his hereditary Eſtates ; not excepting; 
Vienna itſelf, the Reſidence of his Imperial Majeſty : But, what is more, 
the pretended Chief of the Roman Catholick Church is no leſs favourable 
to them: For there are Synagogues in Rome itſelf. / SI R, is it not a ſtrange 


Thing, an incomprehenſible Abſurdity, that the cus, far from being to- 


lerated in Portugal, have ſuffer d, at all Times, the moſt violent and con- 
ſtant Perſecution ? The Poriugue/e know not what to anſwer, to thoſe who 


aſk them, How it happens, that their King pretends to be, or appear a 
better Chriſtian, and more religious, in tkat Reſpect, than the other tem- 


poral and ſpiritual Chiefs of the Religion he profeſſes? S1 R, are you not 
equally the Father of all your Subjects? And are not the Jets born in 
your Realm, of that Number? How can your Majeſty, then, ſtill conſent 


to their being oppreſs'd and perſecuted, only becauſe they have the Miſ- 


fortune not to think as you and your other Subjects do? Reflect here, one 


Moment, SIR, on the Evils which have occurr'd in all Times, and occur 
daily, both to your People, and your own particular Intereſt, from this 


Perſecution, _ | g 
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That great Ornament of the Jeſuiſts, a Man able of himſelf to iluſtrate 
the Portugueſe Nation; (a) Father Anthona Vieyra (b) was, formerly, a real 
Scourge with which God viſited the Tribunal of the Inquiſition, in the 
Time of the Kings; Fobn IV, Apbons VI, and Peter II; his Manuſcripts, 
which have never ſeen the Light, (e) are actually in your Royal Library, 
and there is one Part of them tranſcrib'd by my Father, and another by 
myſelf; theſe Manuſcripts are very ſcarce in Portugal, there is, however, 
ſome in the Hands of ſeveral of the firſt Rank and Learning in the King- 
dom. When I quitted Lion ] left mine behind me, which Lofs I reckon 
one of the greateſt I ever had in my Life. In theſe Monuments may be 
found the good Senſe and Equity, which the Portugueſe, the moſt capable 
of Meditation, have always united; the Doubts they have entertain'd in Re- 
gard to the Inquiſition,” and, particularly, on that cruel Perſecution which 
they exetciſe againſt the Jes. The Portugueſe had but juſt thrown off the 
' Yoke of a long Oppreſſion, when Father Vicyra publiſh'd his Writings, and 
their Kings conld not then pay them all the Attention they were worthy of ; 
they thought only of profiting by the Conjuncture they found themſelves 
in; for it employ'd all their Pains to eſtabliſh themſelyes on a Throne at 
that Time, too ' precarious, and which they had with Difficulty recover'd ; 
they ſuffered, therefore, the Inquiſition to ſeize this worthy Jeſuit, and con- 
-fine him in their Dungeons, to' be at laſt deliver'd to the Flames; either 
from Weaknefs, Prudence, or the Hope of executing one Day his Deſign, 
| he recanted and begg?d Pardon; it was at this Price, that he eſcap'd the 
_ Flames that were prepar'd for him; he quitted the Priſon with a Sentence 
of perpetual Baniſhment, he retir d to Rome, where he- enter'd a Proceſs 
Against che Inquiſitors of Portugal, and conducted it in a Manner as Glo- 
rious as ſingular 5 his Accuſations were examin'd in the Conclave of Car- 
dinals, WhO unanimouſly render'd Him the Juſtice which was his due. The 
Pope, in Conſideration of the Talents he diſplay'd in his Sermons,” (u) and 


other Compoſitions, gave him a Brief, Which for ever exempted him and 


(a) The iIluſtrious 77% applied to Father Viera, what Paturculus ſaid of Homer, Neque 
ante illum quem imitaretur, negue , illum gui tum imitari poſſet, inventus gi. e 
{b). See the Laſſitane Library of Mr. Barboſa, and all the beſt Portugueſe Writers in general. 
(e One only excepted, which was printed, and has been vigoroully prohibited by the 
Inquifition, but may be found, however, in many of your Libraries, as for Example, in the 
Duke g& Cadaval s, the Marquis 4 Abrantes, the Count de Vimieyro's, &c. IL 4 
a] He preach'd fome of them in the Preſence of Chriſtina, Queen of Sweden, and that 
Princeſs having choſen him for her Confeſſor, he excus'd himſelf with a great Deal of Mo- 


deſty, and refus d the Honours which that Employment might have procur'd him. bis 


| Cf] - 
kis Works from the Juriſdiction: of the Inquiſition z under the Shadow of 
this Protection, he returned to Portugal, where he liv'd many: Years. very 
peaceably, and printed ſeveral Volumes of Sermons, in which he took Care 
to inſert many of thoſe very Propoſitions, for which the Inquiſitors would 
before have burat him alive; in the mean Time, he never .publiſh'd the 
Brief he had from the Pope, and it was not known till after his Death, 
when it was found among his other Papers; the Authenticity of this Brief 
is indiſputable, as the Court of Rome has never contradicted it ſince it was 
publiſh'd, and the Colleagues of Father Yiezra, neglected not to have it 
confirm'd at Rome. This Monument, which is an indefacable Opprobium 
for the Inquiſitors, is, at this Time, in the Hands of all the learned World; 
and if the People of Portugal have no Knowledge of it, it is becauſe it is 
3 written in Latin (a) if you would pleaſe, Sir, to caſt your Eyes on the 
Manuſcripts in queſtion, which, as I ſaid before, are in your Library, you 
will there find ſufficiently, what juſtifies the Protection that I endeavour to 
inſpire you with, in Favour of the Fews, independant of the Reaſons I have 
here taken the Liberty to alledge. tit | 9 
What a Contraſt is there in the Conduct purſued in Portugal in their Be- 
half? Thoſe who are there born your Subjects, and thereby become your 
| Children, are continually perſecuted, even to Death, by the Inquiſitors, and 
are regarded by all the reſt of your Subjects with the greateſt Contempt; 
while thoſe whom this Treatment has baniſh'd from Portugal, and are eſta- | 5 
bliſh'd in foreign Nations, enjoy there, your Protection and Benevolence. 
The public Miniſters who repreſent your Perſon in thoſe Countries, frequent 
them, honour them, confider/them; and all this with Reaſon ; for the Jess 
have convinc'd them in all Times, that without reſenting the Injuſtice 
which is teſtified towards them in Portugal, they are neither more nor leſs, 
all devoted to the Service of your Crown; Services in which they have de- 
monſtrated on all Occaſions, à Fidelity to all Proof, and a Strength of 
ETeal one can never too much applaud. There are innumerable Proofs of 
this Truth, and I ſhall not here enter into a Detail of them, leaſt they ren- 
der me too tedious; a few of the moſt recent Examples, will ſerve to con- 
vince your Majeſty. e tic e vo 1 
For more than an hundred Years, it has almoſt always been a Few, who, | 1 
in quality of Agent for the King of Portugal, has been employ'd in the A 
Service of that Crown, at Hanbourgb, at Leghorn, at Firara, and elſe- 


(a) This Brief, which was given him by Pope Clement X, begins thus 1 Dilefe f# /als- _ 
tem & 22 A ee Religions 2 facrum e pars vitæ ac morum | F 
neflas, aliaque laudabilia probitatis, ac virtutum merita, ſuper quæ apud nos fide digno commendaris 
teftimanio, &C, ; X 
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where; it is within that Time that the Family of Nunes da Cofta, have been 
employ'd in that Station at Hamburgh and Amſterdam. Edward Nunes da 
Coſta, in the Beginning of the Reign of King Feb» IV, when that Prince 
had very great Need of Aſſiſtance to eſtabliſh him on the Throne, was the 
firſt that ſent him from Hamburgh, where the King had fix'd him Reſi- 
dent (a), two Veſſels loaded with all Sorts of Ammunition. | By reading; 
as I have done, the Letters of Thanks which the King wrote to him on 
this Subject and on ſeveral other Occaſions, which ſtill remain in the Hands 
of their Deſcendants, one ſcarcely knows how to believe the Expreſſions of 
Gratitude with which they abound. This Reſident, continuing to execute 
his Charge, with a great Deal of Fidelity, and a Zeal univerſally acknowledg'd 
and admir'd, not only attracted the Eſteem of the Portugueſe in general, but 
alſo of the Nobleſſe of Hamburgh, and of ſeveral public Miniſters who reſided 
there in his Time; their Eſteem was more demonſtrated after his Death, 
for, to honour his pompous Funeral, they ſent their Coaches and Six to ac- 

company the Proceſſion, to the Number of Thirty. Jerome Nunes da Coſta, 
his eldeſt Son, ſucceeded. him, he withdrew from Hamburgh to the Hague, to 
aſſiſt by his great Talents for Negotiation, Don Triſtam de Mendapa, whom 
the King of Portugal had ſent to the States General; the Offices which he 
render'd to that Miniſter, and to Francis de Souſa Coutinbo, his Succeſſor ; 
_ occaſion'd theſe two Ambaſſadors to honour him with the glorious Title of, 
the Right-Hand of the Crown of Portugal ; but, without dwelling any lon 
on the ſuperior Merit of this Few, I hal only ſay, that King Jabn IV, — 
him, in Recompence of his Service, a Diploma, creating him Knight-Gen- 
tleman of the Rayal Houſe, with the Appointments, Honours, Privileges, 
Liberties, / and Franchiſes, peculiar to the Knights-Gentlemen of the King- 
dom, where they compoſe, certainly, one of the moſt illuſtrious Parts of 
the Nobleſſe. I have examin'd the Original of this Diploma, it is ſignd 
{by the King, directed by. Order of Melchior de Andrade, and contra-fign'd 
according to the Cuſtom of the Kingdom, by the Marquis de Gouvea, grand 
Maſter of the Royal Houſhold; the States- General alſo, convinc'd of 

the Underſtanding and Abilities of that Reſident; demonſtrated their Eſ- 
teem for him, by preſenting him, in the Year 1659, with a Gold Collar. 
He was beloved and frequented by all the Nobility of Holland, and by all 
the foreign Miniſters, eſpecially thoſe of France; M. de Tbou, who was 
one of theſe, never knew (as he ſays) a Man equal to this; Jew, either for 
his Sincerity and Honour, or for the Number of great Qualities which he 
united in his Perſon. When the Ambaſſadors of Portugal, retir'd from the 
Hague, on Account of the Differences which ſubſiſted between the two 
OY * 1 ; (a) Amo 1641. Ty 12 + f K 
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Powers, in Relation to the Progreſs which che Dutch had made in the Bra- 
ils, to the Prejudice of the intereſts of Portugal, that Few remain'd there 
alone, charg'd with the moſt important Negotiations of that Crown; he 
acquitted himſelf therein with Honour, and had frequent Occaſions to give 


freſh Prooſs of his extenſive Capacity; the Government of Portugal being 


on the Point of ſending a new Ambaſſador to the States- General, the Am- 


baſſador of Spain, Don Stephen Gamarra, oppos'd it, pretending, that the 


States oughr not to receive him as the Ambaſſador of a crown'd Head; but 


our Reſident had the Addreſs to engage them, to allow this new Miniſter a 


public Entry at the Hague, with all the ſame Honours which accompany 


thoſe of the Ambaſſadors of Spain; this Event greatly mortified Mr. Ga- 
marra, and he declared publicly, that he could not comprehend, how the 
'States-General could ſubmit to favour a Jet in that extraordinary Manner. 
The King of Portugal having afterwards nam'd for this Embaſſy, Fernando 
'Telles de Faro, and he perfidiouſly having taken Part with the Spaniards, the 
Reſident da Caſta, continued to be charg'd alone with all the Negociations 
between the two Powers. After he had manag'd with a great Deal of Art 
and Prudence, a Treaty of Peace, the King nam'd the Count de Miranda 


to put the finiſhing Hand to it, in Quality of {Ambaſſador to the States; 
but this Treaty, not being yet capable of being effected, the Count de Mi- 
randa return'd' to. Liſbon, well ſatisfy'd with the good Offices he receiv'd at 
the Hague from this Reſident, and this latter continuing to labour with in- 


finite and inceſſant Ardour, at the Articles of Peace, he, at laſt, happily 


ſucceeded, to the intire Satisfaction of the King his Maſter, and of- the 
States- General. Don Francis de Mello, being afterwards arriv'd at the Hague, 


In quality of Ambaſſador from King Jobn IV, ſign'd this Treaty in his 


Name, the iſt of July, 1669. Mr. de Moeilo afterwards, always declared, 
that this Peace between Holland and Portugal, was intirely owing to the La- 


bours and Zeal of Mr. da Cofta ; in ſhort, he never ſpared even his Effects, 


for the Advantage of the Crown of the King his Maſter. He had the Ho- 


nour of lodging in his Houſe, Mr. Colbert, Ambaſſador of France, and alſo 


the Ducheſs of Hanover; the Emperor Mathias adorn'd the Family of his 
Wife with many great Titles of Diſtinction; and his Son, Alexander Nunes 


da Coſta, ſucceeded him in his Poſt of Reſident of Portugal; this-worthy - 
Son imitated his Zeal, for the Service of his Prince, eſpecially in the Time 


of the laſt War which he had with Spain. By his Death, the Poſt of Agent, 
came to his Brother, Alvaro Nunes de Coſta; this Perſon; having liv'd a 


long Time under. Peter II, and Jobn V, your Majeſty's Father, had alfo 


frequent Occaſions to ſignalize himfelf, by his Aſſiduities and Liberality, in 


the Office he enjoyed; with this Agent I was perſonally acquainted, firſt at 
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my Arrival from Liſbon, in Anſterdam, Auno 1734. I muſt acknowledge, 
that when I beheld the Eſcutcheon and Arms of Portugal, ſet up over the 
principal Door of this Agent's Houſe, I was a little diſconcerted ; ignorant 
as yet, of What I have related, and prepoſſeſsd with the Prejudices of my 
Nation againſt the es, I could not comprehend how ſuch, a Diſtinction 
coutd ever be confer d on a Man of that Nation; but I have ſince intirely 
chang'd my Ideas in this Reſpect; as ſoon as I was entertainſd by Mr. de 
Cofta, I perceiv'd his Merit, and learnt the important Services which he had 
render id, and continued to render my Country; the Court of Portugal, 
about this Time, reimburs'd him the vaſt Sums of Money which they o-ed 
him, and there is yet, beſides that, more than an hundred - thouſand Florins 
of Arrears to be remitted. Mr. da Caſts was inceſſantly. viſited by all the 
Perſons of Rank of the Country, and almoſt all the foreign Miniſters, who 
paſs'd through Amsterdam, in their Way to the Hague. Two great Miniſ- 
ters of Portugal, the Count de Tarouca, and Don Lewis de Cunha, had the 
molt perfect Regard for him, and labour' dea thoufand Ways to expreſs. it. 
At his Death, his Grandſon, Nathan Nunes da Coſta; and his Son- in-Law, 
Edwari Nunes da Coſta; inherited his Wealth, but more addicted to Reſt 
than Glory, they both betook themſelves to live peaceably on their Reve- 
nues, and renounc'd the Poſt of Agent to the Crown of Portugal, which had 
been, as it were, hereditary in their Family, for more than a Century. 
Sir, your Jewiſo Subjects, ho are daily deſtroy'd in Portugal, are ſuſcep- 
tible of the ſame Merit, and the ſame Talents, which have ſo ſtrongly ſhone 
im the Family of Nunes da Coſta, and of many others, whom we cannot 
mention without Praiſe ; we know, by a conſtant and inconteſtable Expe- 
riende, that our Portugucſe Jetus are as prompt as any People, whatever at 
the Sciences. In ſpite of the Perſecution which has made them deſolate, 
and ſeems more likely ito. have diſincourag d them, what an aſtaniſhi, 
Progreſs have they not made, particularly in Medicine and Law? Al 

all the famous Phyſicians, that I knew: at Liſlon, were Jets; the molt eſ- 
teem d Advocates, thoſe who have the Management ꝗf the Proceedings, of 
the Crown, and all the firſt Families of the Kingdom, are of Yun Nation. 
When I quitted Liſſou, the Advocate, or Procurator, of the holy Patriar- 
- Chal See, that is to ſay, of the Cathedral; the Chapter, and Archbiſhopric 
of Liſbon, (a) not only was a Jer, but he had even been in the Hands of 


| | | Kein YT dieß MW Dui 37 Gan 4% Toi oth tt 
qa) It is certain, that Dr. Francis Fugueyros, of whom. I here ſpeak, was publicly puniſh'd 
by the Inquiſition in an Aue de Fe, and, it a e that he Was — . ; Bout 190 
publicly in the Streets of Lion. On the memorable Day of the ſolemn Entry of the Pa- 
triarch of that Capital, this Dector Was ſeen walking before him, Jeaded with the Enſigns of 
che Church, (of which he ought to defend de Rights,) in Quality of Procurator. ? 25 
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the Inquiſitors, and, as it were, by Miracle, eſcap'd che Fire. As to Ne- 


4a 


gociations and Commerce, it muſt be confeſs d, and all the Portugueſe in 


general, will allow, without Reſerve, that, of all the Men in the World, 


the Jeus are thoſe, who poſſeſs the moſt perfectly, the Spirit, and all the 


m4 of Knowledge ; all the Arts and moſt proper Means to make Trade 


ouriſh ; but, unhappy for them, and for all your Subjects, as ſoon as a 


Few has acquired a conſiderable Experience in Commerce, ſufficient to ena- 

le him to exalt it to a great Degree of Perfection, he is ſiez d, in an Inſtant 
by the Inquiſition, and ſtrangled ; that, if others attain by the Force of 
Study and Watching, the Power of eſtabliſhing themſelves a Name, by the 
Cure of the moſt dangerous and deſperate Diſeaſes, the Inquiſition make 
them their Victims, and load them with Irons; and ſuppoſe even they eſ- 
cape with the laſt Puniſhment, they are always oblig'd to ſuffer the horrid 
Torments of the Rack, which is an hundred Times worſe than Death ; all 
| theſe Unfortunates, looſe their Effects, their Eſtabliſhments, their Reputa- 
tion, and, of conſequence, all their Credit, Great King ! is this the Me- 
thod to promote Commerce, or to make Arts and Sciences flouriſh ? 

But, it is neceſſary, that I here prove to your Majeſty, the Accuſation I 
lay againſt the Inquiſitors, of ſhedding innocent Blood; I ſhall do it, there- 
fore, in a ſimple, palpable, and inconteſtible Manner. Yes, Sir, doubt it 
not, Liſbon, your unfortunate Capital, is not only bedew'd, but even inun- 
dated with the innocent Blood which the Inquiſitors have occaſion d to be 


ſhed ; that Blood crieth continually, as I may ſay, from the Ground, (4) . 


to him that made it, againſt thoſe who have ſpilt it! this js, | ah , One 
.of the principal Cauſes of the Ruin of Liſbon; of an Hundred-unhap 
Wretches, whom they accuſe of Judai/m, and deliver to the Flames of the 
Inquiſition, there are ſcarcely two or three who are condemn'd with Juſtice , 
7 it is as certain, that there are very ſew, who declare themſelves, before 
they die, that they die in the Law of Mos Es; but all the reſt of theſe Un- 
fortunates (and your Majeſty ſhall no longer be ignorant of n even 
to the laſt Moment, that they die in the Law of Jeſus Chriſt, that they 
have always obferv'd it, and even that chey have never ſo much as 
known the other; in Confirmation of this ſolemn and public Vow, they 
confeſs themſelves to the Jeſuits that aſſiſt them, and pray them, alſo, to 
ſay a Number of Maſſes for the Benefit of their Souls, — die, reciting the 
Prayers of the Portugueſe Liturgy, which all the Chriſtians in the Country 
make Uſe of in the Agonies of Death. They alſo invoke, particularly, Je- 


ſus Chriſt, as their Saviour, and, in Witneſs of their Innocence, they like- - 
- wiſe pray to the Holy Virgin, and to the Saints, which are manifeſt Con- 
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' viſtions, that they die not ers. All the World knows, that the Judg- 


ments of the Inquiſition are irrevocable, that there can be no Repeal, when 


once Sentence has been pronounc'd ; thoſe therefore, whom the Inquiſitors 


have condemned to Death, are convinc'd, that there is no Mercy to be 
hop'd for, and that nothing in the World can prevent their Deſtruction; 


therefore the public Confeſſion which they make after their Sentence, can, 
in no Degree bo attributed to any 1 of revoking it, but merely to the 
Force of Truth. It is, therefore, manifeſt, that it is only the Terror inſpir'd 


by the Tortures, and their Ignorance in Matters of Religion, that prompts 


them to accuſe themſelves of Fudaiſm, (a) at the very Time that they are 


really Chriſtians, and, in Fact, as good Chriſtians as the reſt of their Coun- 


trymen; thus is the Blood of the Innocent, inceſſantly ſpilt, by theſe bar- 


barous Mortals. I could mention alſo, many other Proofs from my own. 
rience. I have met, in foreign Countries, with many Jews, who, in- 


ſtructed by their Fathers in the Knowledge of their Laws, have abandoned 
Portugal, becauſe they juſtly dreaded to become Victims of the Inquiſition ; 
but I have, eſpecially, met with a Quantity of Portugueſe, who would not 
have quitted their Country, but through the Fear of being unjuſtly con- 
demn'd of Judaiſin, by that odious Tribunal; theſe are, it is certain, very 


ignorant, but ang are, nevertheleſs, very innocent Men. Many amongſt . 


them have never known the Name of Moſes, and, are even ignorant, that 
there is an old Teftamept ; they know for a Certainty that there is a Goſ- 


pel, but they have neyer read it; they have always adored Jeſus Chriſt, the 


Holy Virgin, and the Saints, but can give no Reaſon for their Worſhip-; 
and, if they do believe in the Divinity of. their Redeemer, they know not 
on what Foundation their Faith is eflabliſb'd; in a Word, they are ſuch 


Chriſtians, as are the major Part of their Countrymen; theſe poor People 


wander like Vagabonds on the Face of the Earth, exe of the Lan- 
guage of the Country where they ſeek an Aſylum, deſtitute of all the Con- 


veniencies of Life, even of Bread itſelf, and, being the major Part of them, 


of the Number of thoſe, who, in Portugal, are call'd New Cbhriſtians; thefe 
unhappy Fugitives, I ſay, fall into the Hands of the Jets, who receive them 
on the Footing of Proſelytes to the Law of Moſes. Some take this Courſe, 


becauſe they find in it their temporal Advantages, others through a Kind 


of Inclination; but what Pains are not the Maſters of the Synagogues, ob- 
lig'd to take to inſtruct them in a Law, of which all the Commands and 


Precepts are ſo intirely new to them? I have known ſome of theſe, who, 


(4) Seein the Writings of. Father Viera, the Proofs of the Falſity of their Accuſations, 
and the Reaſons which plunge theſe poor People in the Neceflity of condemning each other, 


thou gh 


however falſely. 
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though they call'd themſelves Jews, could never conquer their Prepoſſeſſion 
for the Principles of the Religion they were . Some preſerv'd, 
and every Day repeated, their Beads: Others, again, preſerve and adore 
the Medals and Images of many Saints, which they brought from Por- 
tugal, and carefully conceal: Another has declar'd to me, that if they were 
to ſay Maſs-in the Synagogue, he would become a Jew, with all his Heart; 
but that, otherwiſe, he ound only be ſo in Appearance, for the Sake of 
procuring a neceſſary Subſiſtence : I knew another, alſo, who became a Few 
from the ſame Motives ; but who had a Merit ſo really eminent, that it for- 
merly procur'd him the Confidence of the King your Father: His Wife, 
whoſe Name was Anne, and who, by the Example of her Husband, had 
alſo turn'd Few, neglected not, every Night, to ſay her Roſary (a), and to 
recite the Office of St. Anne, before an Image of that Saint, placed on a 
Table illuminated by two Wax Lights. All theſe Facts, which are known 
to many of my Countrymen who have travell'd in the ſame Countries as I 
have done, are ſtrong Proofs that innocent Blood has been too frequently 
ſhed in Liſbon. For if all theſe ignorant Creatures, which I have mention'd, 
had not, in Time, retir'd from Portugal, they would infallibly have fallen 
5 the Hands of the cruel Inquiſirton, and had loſt their Lives in the 
ire. | | | | 
SIR, It is therefore hardly poſſible to doubt that the double Crime of 
having ſuppreſs'd the Word of God, and having exercis'd ſo long and hor- 
rid a Perſecution againſt ſo many Innocents, is one of the principal Cauſes 
of the Calamities which have befallen the wicked Inhabitants of Liſbon. 
The Evil preſſes, and it is to be fear'd that God will not much longer defer 
his juſt Vengeance, if we provide not a ſpeedy Remedy. It ſeems, SI x, 
as if you were deſtin'd, by Providence, to accompliſh this great Work of 
the Reformation of ſo many deteſtable Abuſes as have infinutited themſelves 
into your Kingdom. You are the firſt King of Portugal that bore the 
Name of Joſeph; you are the firſt who has aſſum'd the ſublime Title of 
Moſt Faithful, and unhappily, or happily; for we know not, yet, what may 
be the Iſſue: You are the firſt of our Kings who was an Eye-witheſs of tho 
total Overthrow of the Capital of your Kingdom; for ever may you be 
the firſt King of Portugal to whom a reform'd Chriſtian, and your Subject, 
had the Reſolution and Courage to lay before your Eyes, in a public Letter, 
the Errors and Iniquities of your People; and to conjure you, by the Com- 
paſſions of God, to inſtantly remedy them. Why may vou not alſo be 
the firſt Sovereign, S1 Rx, of Portugal; who, taking to Heart the Aboliſh- 


(aa) The longeſt String of Beads, There are two other Sorts, each much ſhorter; one call'd 
Terce, the other Coraa. | | 
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went of fo many fatal Abuſes, applies bimſelf thereto with all his Power l. 


Heſitate not; your Majeſty is viſibly call'd to this important and glorious 


Reformation: The Glory of God, your own, and your People's, are all 

intereſted in it: Your Salvation and Tranquillity e upon it; and 
there is no other Means to mitigate the Anger of God, 

Pitious and favourable to you. It is only by that, that your Majeſty can 

flaatter yourſelf with the Preſervation of the reſt of your State from a total 
Ruin, a Ruin which Divine Juſtice only poſtpones, thro* the Effects of his 
infinite Condeſcenſion and Mercy. All who read this Diſcourſe, will form 


and make it pro- 


to themſelves the moſt flattering Hopes, from the high Idea that each has 
conceiv'd of your Majefty's Piety and Underſtanding : All Europe would 


applaud / this noble Enterprize; and your proper Subjects would overwhelm 


you with Bleſſings. Be well aſſur'd, S 1 R, that if you take this commend- 


able Reſolution, God will inſpire and ſupport you, in an evident Manner, 


and crown you with the moſt glorious Succeſs. The Obſtacles you have 


to ſurmount, in this Undertaking, are not ſo conſiderable as they, at firſt, ap- 
| pron to be. I know but two material ones; which are theſe : The raſh and 


arden'd Men, who yet remain in your Kingdom, blinded by their Errors, 
will ſay, perhaps, that the Religion, eſtabliſh'd in Portugal, is the Work 


of the Univerſal Church, which has dictated and approv'd it by its De- 
ciſions and Decrees; and that all theſe Decrees and Deciſions have been 
confirm'd by the Popes. There is nothing that can be changed; and the 


mere Thought of attempting any Reformation, deſerves Cenſure. They 


Will tell you, alfo, nearly the ſame Thing, in regard to the Eftabliſhment of 


the Inquiſition ; inſinuating, that the Catholic Church, and many Popes, 


having erected and confirm'd it; it is not for you to undertake the Cor- 


rection of the. ꝓretended Abuſes. But, without entering here into a Con- 
troverſy which is not to my Purpoſe, I ſhall confine myſelf to a ſmall Num- 


ber of Reflexions on this Subject. Thoſe who will tell you, S1x, that the 


Religion receiv'd in Portugal has been eſtabliſn'd or approv'd by the Catholic 
Church, are manifeſtly a. or wicked Men. For the Popes, it is true, 


= 


that they have been the Inventors and Protectors of the Errors, and all the 


Abuſes, which prevail in Portugal : But what does that prove? That 


are Men, and alſo the moſt vicious and moſt corrupted Men. Some of 
thoſe Popes have been Murderers, and Poiſoners; others have been Adul- 
terers, and inceſtuous, to the higheſt Degree; others have been Symoniſts, 


even to the Point of ſelling what they call the Keys of the Church, and 


Kingdom of Heaven; and others, in ſhort, ſacrilegious, impious, and even 


Atheiſts, All theſe Facts are prov'd by The Hiſtory of the Popes, compos'd 
by Roman Catholic Authors. Of what Authority, then, are the Deciſions 


of 


* 


5 [45] Rats 
ef ſuch Pontiffs? Dd they deſerve the leaſt Con But, independent 
of this, SR, what Juriſdiction can the Popes pretend to have in your 
Kingdom? Can they exerciſe any there, without a manifeſt Uſurpation? 

Since you are, alone, the abſolute Sovereign of your Subjects. The Pope is 
but the temporal Prince of a little Portion of ah, and but the Biſhop of 
the City of Rome; and, in this double Capacity, he merits the Reſpects and 
Honours' which are due to the Dignity of a Biſhop, and the Eminence of 
2 Sovereign Prince. If as a Pope, diſtinguiſh'd for his Moderation and 
Underſtanding, ſuch, for Example, as the reigning Pope (a); he is worthy 
of the Eſteem and Reſpect of all the World. But illuſtrious as he is, for 
his perſonal Qualities, or pretended triple Crown; he can exerciſe no Em - 
pire but over his own particular Domain: And ſhould he dare to arrogate 
any over thoſe of other Sovereigns, it is certainly an Outrage worthy to be 
reprimanded. Six, As you are the King of Portugal; you are alſo the 
only Head of the Laſitan Church, and of all the Prelates and Magiſtrates. 
of your Kingdom. God endow'd you with Power to command, as Maſter 
of your Subjects; and to govern them according to the Law of Wiſdom 
and Equity. Your Sovereign Authority is illimitable, and incompatible: 
with all other Dependencies : Thoſe who would tell you otherwiſe, are your 
moſt dangerous Enemies. I doubt not, that the falſe Doctors, and the 


(a) Benedict IV. Proſper Lambertini. VE | | , 
(5) AlphonſoI. Founder of the Monarchy of Portugal, and truly the Defender of the Faith, 
knew, better than any one, all the Force of this Truth, - When there aroſe a great Difference 
| betwixt him and the Pope, the latter, to force him to defer it, commanded his Nuncio, Who 
then reſided at Lion, to throw in an Interdiftion. The Nuncio obey'd ; but the King, in- 
form'd of this Outrage, briſkly approach'd the Nuncio, ſeiz'd him by the Collar witk one 
Hand, and, raiſing his. Scymeter in the other, commanded him to take off that Proceſs ;. 
threatning to take off his Head, that Inſtant, if he refus'd. The Nuncio took the prudent 
Part, and readily obey d. The King immediately diſpatch'd him out of the Kingdom, 
retaining, for Hoſtages, a Nephew of the Nuncio, and ſome others of his Family; declaring, . 
that they ſhould all be beheaded, without Mercy, if the Pope refus'd to Poa and ratity. 
what he had exacted from his Nuncio. In ſpite of himſelf, the Pope was thus forced to ra - 
| tify what had been done. This Piece of Hiſtory is but little known in Portuga/: It is, how- 
ever, very authentic; and may be ſeen in the Chronicles of that Prince; that is to ſay, in the 
original MS. of the illuſtrious Hiſtoriographer royal Mr. De Pine. This, which is a very cu- 
rious MS, is the greateſt Ornament of the Count De Fincieryo's Library. AO ears 
fince, this Nobleman, for the Good of the Public, permitted it to be printed. But what was 
the Conſequence ? The Inquiſitors ſuppreſs'd three Chapters, which contain, in a long Detail, 
this extraordinary Piece of Hiſtory. The printed Chronicle demonſtrates this Fact. For the 
Printer, according to the — * him, has introduced the 14th after the 1oth Chapter, 
immediately; without taking the leaſt Notice of the 11th, 12th, or 13th : Which clearly in- 
dicates their Omiſſion. So that my Countrymen may be aſſur'd, from me, that thoſe have a falſe 
Idea, who think that theſe three Chapters are only omitted by an Overſight of the Printer; 
whereas it is certain, that it is. a Cheat of the fraudulent Inquiſition. e 
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. wicked Clergy which may be ſtill found in your Kingdom, determin'd to 


defend their Errors, at any Price whatever, will endeavour to impoſe on your 
Majeſty, by Sophiſtry, and the Artifices of a ſcientific Controverſy. In 
that-Caſe, Six, if I am not miſtaken, the following would be an effectual 
Method to confound them, and co-npel them to Silence. 


After having ty'd the Hands of the Inquiſitors, by an expreſs Reſtraint, 


from holding any more Aſſemblies, and making any ſingle Act, directly or 
indirectly, of Juriſdiction, till permitted by your Order; it will pleaſe your 


Majeſty to invite Doctors of other Nations, eſpecially thoſe of France and 
Germany, to reſide in your Realm. Two Things ſhould be promis'd them, 
on your Royal Word: 1. That if they think well, of themſelves, of liv- 


 4ngin Portugal; that they ſhould never be expos'd to the leaſt Inſult, - And, 
2. That they ſhould be allow'd the Liberty of retiring, when and where- 
erer they think convenient. Afterwards, your Majeſty muſt appoint pub- 


lic or particular Conferences between theſe Doctors, and diſdain not to pre- 


ſide at them yourſelf, with the Bible in your Hand, faithfully tranſlated into 


the Language of the Country. All Animoſity, and all Injury, ought to be 
abſolutely ſuppreſs'd, between theſe Diſputants; and it ſhould be ſtrictly in- 


culcated to them, to preſerve the Laws of Chriſtian Moderation: Who- 


ever. infringes that Law, ſhould be excluded the Aſſembly, where Truth 


contain'd only in the Word of God, ought only to be prov'd by ſolid, not 


injurious Arguments. Then, S1 R, being well inſtructed, by yourſelf, of 


the pro and con, in this important Controvetſy ; you could eaſily recline the 
Balance on the Side of Truth and Reaſon. Far from perſuading you to 


throw off your earlier Impreſſions, I implore your Majeſty to ſuſpend your 
Judgment; to decide in nothing; to make no Innovations, nor eſtabliſh 

any Thing, till after a due Deliberation, and an entire Knowledge and Con- 
. viction of the Cauſe. | | 


- Fhis,:S1R, is the Plan which ſeems, to me, what you ought to follow ; | 
to obey the Voice of God, which calls upon you: Thus may you put your- 


ſelf in the Way of obtaining that Salvation which he has. promis'd to thoſe 
who walk in his Ways; and obtain an immortal Glory, in giving to the 
whole' World one of the brighteſt Examples, in loading your. Subjects with 
the moſt precious Advantages, and in enhancing from them, and all good 
Men, the moſt unlimited Bleſſings, and ſoothing Commendations. i 
Let the Words of my Mouth, and the Meditations of my Heart, be al- 

ways agreeable in thy Sight, O Lord, my Strength, and my Redeemer. 
Let the Light of thy Countenance ſhine again on theſe People, and deliver 
them cat of all their Troubles: Receive our Acknowledgments that thou 
haſt been pleas'd to ſpare dur Governor, in preſerving his Life in the Arms 
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of Death, and in the Jaws of the Sepulchre. Make that Monarch, at laſt, . 
docile to thy Voice, and thy Word, repent all his Tranſgreſſions, com- 
mitted leſs thro* Malice, than by Seducethent and Surprize. He knows, 
already, that his Directors are but- cruel and violent Impoſtors. Convinced 
that the Wicked muſt periſh before thee, even as Wax melteth before the 
Fire, he propoſes to put away the evil Doers, that he may keep the Com: 
mandments of his God. In the Calamities with which thou haſt viſited 
him, he has heard diſtinctly thy Voice; and, well aſſur'd of thy Mercy, he 
flatters himſelf, that it is but a Voice of Peace that thou addreſſeſt to him; 
and to his People, that will conduct them to Salvation: For thou haſt ſaid, 
that Deliverance is nigh them that fear thee, and humbly requeſt it. Grant 
it, then, of thy Mercy, to this penitent King ; who, proſtrate before thee 
with Fervour ſays: FEY * | 
O Lord, thou art great; thou art God alone: Thou haſt made me 
<« ſee terrible and marvellous Things: But, by the Effect alone of thygreat 
“ Bounty, thou haſt preſerv'd me from the Horrors of Death, from the 
„ Depth of the Sepulchre : Comfort me again now, after the Time that 
thou haſt, plagu'd me; and for the Days wherein I have ſuffer'd Adver- 
te ſity : Shew thy Servants thy Work, and their Children thy Glory. Let thy 
«© Works appear in thy Servant, and thy Glory be expanded over my Sub- 
« jects, and thy Grace be diffus'd among us all. My God ! my Creator 
* and Redeemer! I will love thee, with all my Heart; and will praiſe thy 
«© Name: for evermore. Pardon my Iniquities, and think thou no more of 
% my Offences, nor of my People's. I know that thou haſt given thy Or- 
< dinances that we might ſtrictly obſerve them: Let it pleaſe thee, then, O 
« Lord! to teach me the Way of thy Statutes; and I will keep them unto 
e the End. Give me Underſtanding, and I will keep thy Law; yea, 1 
* ſhall keep it, with my whole Heart. Make me to go in the Path of thy 
© Commandments ; for therein is my Deſire.” - | WE”. 
Immortal and Omnipotent God! hear the Sighs of this Prince, and ac- 
cept the Prayers which all the Faithful addreſs to thee, in his Favour. In- 
ſpire him with an ardent Deſire to pleaſe thee and labour for the Advancement 
of thy Glory; then ſhall he do Right to the Afflicted and Miſerable, who 
are cruſh'd 8 the Oppreſſion of the Wicked, He ſhall deliver the Poor 
that crieth ; the Need; , alſo, and him that hath no — ah He ſhall com- 
paſſionate the Meek, and protect him from Fraud, and from Violence; and 
the innocent Blood of his Subjects ſhall be precious in his Eyes; that the 
Fame of his Action may continue for ever; while the Sun or the Moon 
have Duration; and that his Glory may be perpetuated from Generation to 
Generation, in an uninterrupted Series, till Time itſelf expire: - = _ 
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Subjects may flouriſh, in his Cities, as the Fruits of the Earth; that they 
may pray for him; continually bleſs him; and that all Nations of the 


Earth may celebrate him, as the wiſeſt, the moſt gracious, juſteſt, moſt 


magnanimous, and moſt faithful KI x . Amen. ; 
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On the Subject of this DIscouksz. 
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| 85 To ber Catholic Majefly, Donna Maria Barbara, of | Portugal. 


Delight of Portugal; is alſo become the Glory of Spain, by the Su- 


Periority of your Virtues. -. And as the Diſcourſe, 1 have compos'd, may 


furniſh you with a new Occaſion of exerting them; I have taken the Li- 


berty of preſenting a Copy to your Majeſty. Tho' Li/bon had no other 


Merit than that of giving Birth to a Princeſs, like your Majeſty ; it were 
ſufficient to make us deplore the fatal Lot which that City has experienced; 
Partake, alſo, in their Afflictions; and cndeavour, as a good Country- 
man, to comfort the Portugueſe, by indicating to thera the only Remedy to 


Which they ſhould have Recourſe, to appeaſe and ſoften the Anger of God. 


Your Majeſty will not doubt that this Diſcourſe is the Work of a Chriſtian 
Pen, when you know that I am the Nephew of Father Manuel Ribeyro, 
whom your Majeſty (and allo the deceas'd King your Father, of glorious 
Memory) always honour'd with your Confidence, both at Liſton and Ma- 


Aid. I this Letter attracts the Attention of your Majeſty, 1 ſhall eſteem 
myſelf the happieſt Man in the World: For it cannot but produce-a very 
good Effect on ſo bright an Underſtanding,. adorn'd with every eminent 


Virtue like your Majefty's. I am, with the higheſt Veneration, and moſt 


: profound Reſpect, Madam, 


. Your Catholic Majeſty's Moſt Humble 
5 and Moſt Obedient Servant, 
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To his Reyal e, the Fre Don Emanuel of. Portygal. - | 
| My "ML Zar u | 


\FTER having addreſe'd the abjoints Diſcourſe to his Moſt Faithful 
' Majeſty, nothing is more natural, or more; juſt, than to recommend 


| it to a Prince ſo diſtinguiſh' d as. is your Royal Highneſs, in all Europe, by 
your Piety and Underſtanding. We can never forget the eminent Virtues 


which you diſplay'd in your different Travels; and it is from this high _ 
Opinion, that I draw a firm Hope, that you will, my Lord, receive, with 


Candour and Favaur, the Enterprize which is the Object of this Diſcourſe. 
It deſerves, at leaſt, to be examin'd and weigh'd deliberately, i in all its Parts; 


and there can only reſult, from this Examination, one or other of theſe two 


Things: Either to refute them ſolidly and publicly; or convinced by the 
Force of the Reaſons ] alledge, to ſubſcribe to them ſincerely; and, of Con- 
ſequence, proceed to correct the Abuſes they cenſure,” conformable to _ 
Plan which I have taken the Liberty to offer. 


May the Omnipotent, All- conſcious God, deign to pour his Bleſſings on 


chis pious Deſign; and accompliſh the Vows of thoſe who burn with Zeal 
for his Glory, and for the true Happineſs of the King and his People; that 
he may pleaſe, alſo, Moſt Magnanimous Prince, to prolong your Days, and 
inſpire you with a noble and holy Ardour for the Advancement of his 
Glory; are the particular Prayers of: him ma is, for ſo many RIPE, and 
wed the 1292 202 Reſpect» my Lord, 


Your Royal Highneſs': 5 wap Humble 


we, Wt and Moſt Obedient Servant, 
Landon Jan. 20, py % # | : 1 
e F. X. D'OLIVEYIA. 


LET TER u.. 
> To Mr Sebaſtian Joſeph de Carvalho, Sentry f State of Portugal. 


| Six, | 
T is not that I have wholly en my natural Tg that I take the 
Liberty of writing to you in French. In my Deſign of making public the 
Diſcourſe which I have addreſs d to _ King our AA ci it was ny 
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To gon, Sir, he has confided the principal Beam of Government; a 


W 


to make Uſe of a Language univerſally known. Ours has not this Ad- 


vantage; and the French is, in many Reſpects, more extenſive than even 


the Latin: And it would be an eaſy Matter to prepare a Verſion, of what I 
write in French, into the Portugueſe, if Occaſion requir'd it. My Diſcourſe 


comes to you as it came from the Preſs : I have not Time to get the Copies 
bound, which I remit to your Excellence; nor is that Formality the leaſt 


neceſſary,'in the preſent Caſe ; my Deſire being; that the Work may appear 


rather good, than beautiful: And the Binding. which contributes to the 


Beauty, adds nothing to the intrinſic Value. | FY 

It is with the moſt profound Reſpect, and the higheſt Veneration, for our 
auguſt Maſter, that I offer to him this Diſcourſe ; a Copy of which I be- 
ſeech your Excellence to preſent him with. The Approbation, the Exa- 
mination, and Execution of the Plan, that I propoſe to his Majeſty, for the 


Extirpation of the Errors and Abuſes of his Kingdom, cannot be impreſs'd 


on his Heart, but by the Inſpiration of God: We ought, therefore, to im- 
plore God to enlighten the Underſtanding of this great Prince; and to 
touch his Heart, for the Good of his Subjects. 10 201 


every- body is perſwaded, not only in Portugal, but in England alſo, that he 
has therein only done Juſtice to the Talents and good Qualities which you 


have demonſtrated, in every Part of your Miniſtry. Under what Obligations, 


then, is not your Excellence, to anſwer the Expectation of the Public, to 
ect openly the delicate and important Enterprize recommended in this 


. Diſcourſe ? I ſhall not inſiſt, here, on the Duty of your Excellence: God, 


your King, and your Country, exact, that your Excellence thould put your) 


Fand to the Work; and nothing ought · to hinder your obeying the Will 


in its Misfortunes. 


of God, to aſſiſt the King, by your Counſels; and comfort your Country, 


If my Reaſons are well founded, there is an abſolute Neceſſity of fol- 


lowing the Plan I propoſe, for the Reformation of the Abuſes in Queſtion,” 


I'forelee, that it will be ſaid, in Portugal, that theſe Reaſons are in no mea- 


ſure ſolid : But, in that Caſe, it is no leſs abſolutely neceſſary to convince 


the Public of it, in an inconteſtable Manner; otherwiſe, they will be charg d 
with the Indignation of all good Men, If they have any Thing to oppoſe - 


to the Solidity of my Arguments, let them do it; or, it it is not in their 
Power to refute them, let them no longer ſhut their Eyes to the Light, 
or let them avow, before the Face of the whole Earth, that they will never 
abandon the ſhameful and fatal Blindneſs which invelopes the Subjects of 


Portugal. God will yet caſt a favourable Regard on this Kingdom, en- 


lighten the Mind of the King and his Miniſters, and inſpire them with 
a | ; Grace 


* 
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ay alſo 
ople, ſo unfortunate, fo oppreſs'd, fo miſaided? and 
y the Fault of their Teachers. For Principum de- 


nted Diſcourſe, I ſhall not prolong this Let- 


As I allude intirely to my p 
ter: I ſhall. congratulate myſelf, all my Life, for the Favours with which 
your Excellence has heretofore loaded me at London: But they are, in the 

. preſent Circumſtances, more dear to me than ever; becauſe they are ſuffi- 
. cient Proofs that your Excellence is convinced that I am truly a faithful Sub- 
ject of his Majeſty, a Knight of his Order, a Gentleman of his Houſhold, 
a zealous Portugueſe, and thereby entitled to ſtile myſelf, with the greateſt 


Ref | «Ja, v4 W vetted 
| Your Excellency's Maſt Humble 
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To the Directors, Cenſors, and Academicians of the Royal Academy of 
„en in Dormggl. uh the 

My Loxps and GENTLEMEN, 3 - 
I T is twenty Years ſince you all, honour'd me with your Friendſhp, with 
a moſt intimate Friendſhip, and you may all yet recollect the uſeful Re- 
fources you found. for the Promotion of your Studies, in my famous and 
numerous Library, at the Time when the deceas'd King eſtabliſh'd The 
Royal Academy of Hiſtory. Nothing but the Service of that Monarch, 
which remov'd me from Liſlen, could hinder my becoming one of your Col- 
lieagues; the two Marquiſſes 4, Atlegrete's, the Marquis de Faomteyra, Jo- 
feph de Cunha Brocbado, and, particularly, the Count de Ericeyra, Don Francis 
Xavier de Menezes, and ſome others, were deſirous of conferring on me. this 
Honour; and I can boaſt of having receiv'd a Copy of all the Productions 
of the Academy, a Preſent which they only make tc a very ſmall Number of 
learned Men, whom they eſteem as ſupernumerary Academicians,. though, 
in effect, I cannot call myſelf your Colleague, and that the Production 
which I have the Honour of preſenting to you, is not that of an Academi- 
cian, it nevertheleſs merits ſome Attention from you, coming from the Pen 
of a Chriſtian Countryman, a faithful Citizen, whom you have all regarded 
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dee Manof Honour; whars rake the Libetty of ſaying to his moſt Faith? - 


- 


\ .-, _-  "*$nt Majeſty, to the, Prince Don Zmanutl; and to the Secretary of State, 1 
1 hauete repeat to you, for to you, Sirs, I ought to addreſs it, moſt particularly. 
== My Diſcourſe is printed, whether true or falſe z if falſe, your illuſtrious 
3 and learned Academicians are under an Obligation to refutẽ it, and to con- 
Vince me of my Errors by a public Anſwer in the French Language, or any 


that as the Public alohe can be competent Judges in theſe Sort of Facts, it 
_ is neceſſary to preſent the Arguments of them in tſie moſt intelligible Man- 
—_ ner. Suppoſe, as I firmly believe, that my Diſcourſe i true in all its Parts, 
1 And that vou have nothing to oppoſe thereto is it not in that Caſe your 
= Duty to protect iti? The Glory of God, of your Prince, and of your Caun- 


nour, the Probity and Equity, Which are commonly the Appennages of 

Perſons as illuſtrieq; hy their Birth, as by their Underſtanding, will prapet 
- you all to exert yoMelves in favour-of the Truth! of a. Truth,-I ſay, the 

mioſt important; a Fruth, which can alone conduct you to Salvation; be- 
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thereta 3 che deceas d King has mwanged you by that Morro, to fupprets 
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other that is known in the Republic of Letters, for you are not ignorant, a 


try, nay, your own demand it; I perſuade myſelf, therefore, that the Ho- 
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